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born in Europe and North America renting from private landlords has jumped from 9.4% to 

26.6%. 

Looking at singles households, whether NZ-born or migrants, it is evident that huge 

changes have occurred between 1991 and 2006, as shown in Table 12.9. 

Table 12.9 Single migrants renting from private lan dlords, New Zealand, (%),  

1991 to 2006 

Birthplace 1991 1996 2001 2006
Australia 24.4 25.9 30.6 39.6
Pacific Islands 22.6 16.9 24.5 28.1
UK & Ireland 14.8 15.3 17.2 26.0
Europe & North America 19.3 19.5 22.2 33.4
Asia 31.9 24.2 30.3 40.1
Other 28.7 33.0 39.6 45.9
All migrants 19.0 18.7 23.3 32.9
Single NZ-born 20.8 22.0 26.3 34.1  

Single migrants are slightly less likely to rent from private landlords than NZ-born singles.  

Rental rates vary between 26.0% and 45.9% across all birthplaces. 

12.2.1 Recent migrants 

A growing number of recent migrant couples rent from private landlords.  However, growth 

rates vary depending on birthplace.  Overall, recent migrant couples are twice as likely to 

rent from private landlords as NZ-born couples. 

Table 12.10 Recent migrant couples renting from pri vate landlords,  

New Zealand, (%), 1996 to 2006 

Birthplace 1996 2001 2006
Australia 50.2 57.2 53.4
Pacific Islands 35.6 36.4 45.5
UK & Ireland 41.5 35.2 34.4
Europe & North America 50.3 48.9 55.0
Asia 36.3 47.8 49.6
Other 47.6 54.4 53.8
All migrants 41.4 46.2 46.9
NZ-born couples 11.2 14.4 20.0  

More recent migrant couples born in the Pacific Islands and Asia are renting houses from 

private landlords.  The increases were from 35.6% in 1996 to 45.5% in 2006 and 36.3% in 

1996 to 49.6% in 2006.  In contrast, only 34.4% of recent migrant couples born in the UK 

and Ireland rented from private landlords in 2006, down from 41.5% in 1996.  The number 

of recent migrants born in Australia who rented from private landlords increased from 

1996 to 2001, but dropped in 2006. 
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As the mirror image of home ownership, it is not surprising that at the recent migrant 

stage, most single migrants rent from private landlords, as shown in Table 12.11. 

Table 12.11 Recent single migrants renting from pri vate landlords,  

New Zealand, (%), 1996 to 2006 

Birthplace 1996 2001 2006
Australia 53.5 60.1 64.7
Pacific Islands 31.7 36.4 47.9
UK & Ireland 46.5 50.3 54.7
Europe & North America 52.4 56.1 63.1
Asia 30.9 42.9 50.0
Other 50.9 52.6 57.5
All migrants 39.5 47.1 53.7
Single NZ-born 22.0 26.3 34.1  

The number of migrants born in the Pacific Islands that rent from private landlords 

increased significantly between 2001 and 2006, from 31.7% in 2001 to 47.9% in 2006.  

More recent single migrants born in Asia are renting from private landlords, with an 

increase from 30.9% in 1996, to 50.0% in 2006.  This is largely due to the growing number 

of international students arriving in recent years.   

It is worth noting that within the recent migrant category, behaviour among couples with 

one recent migrant partner resembles that of migrant couples more than that of NZ-born 

couples, with 40.7% of these couples renting from private landlords. 

Figure 12.3 Couples with one recent migrant partner  renting from private landlords, 
New Zealand, 2006 
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The proportion of couples with one recent migrant partner renting from private landlords in 

2006 was significantly higher than for NZ-born couples. 
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12.2.2 Intermediate migrants 

Although the percentage of intermediate migrant couples renting from private landlords 

grew significantly from 1996 to 2006, it is still a small percentage compared to those who 

own their own home. 

Table 12.12 Intermediate migrant couples renting fr om private landlords, New 
Zealand, (%), 1996 to 2006 

Birthplace 1996 2001 2006
Australia 17.1 17.2 28.2
Pacific Islands 14.7 19.5 29.8
UK & Ireland 9.4 11.2 14.4
Europe & North America 12.3 19.2 22.2
Asia 17.2 19.1 27.7
Other 19.9 25.2 27.6
All migrants 14.4 18.5 25.6
NZ-born couples 11.2 14.4 20.0  

Intermediate migrant couples born in Australia and the Pacific Islands saw the largest 

increases in the last decade, especially from 2001 to 2006, with more people in these 

groups renting from private landlords.  However, all birthplaces had an increase in rental 

rates. 

Substantial declines in the proportion of single migrants renting from private landlords 

occur as this group moves from recent to intermediate migrant status. 

Table 12.13 Intermediate single migrants renting fr om private landlords, New 
Zealand, (%), 1996 to 2006 

Birthplace 1996 2001 2006
Australia 34.7 43.0 49.4
Pacific Islands 19.7 28.3 33.5
UK & Ireland 27.8 30.3 38.9
Europe & North America 30.9 34.6 42.3
Asia 23.3 26.4 38.6
Other 39.0 42.3 45.8
All migrants 25.7 30.4 39.9
Single NZ-born 22.0 26.3 34.1  

More intermediate single migrants are renting from private landlords, although the gap 

between NZ-born singles and single migrants was just 5.8% in 2006, compared to that 

between NZ-born singles and recent single migrants, which was 19.6%.  The total rate of 

intermediate single migrants renting from private landlords increased from 25.7% in 1996 

to 39.9% in 2006. 

Intermediate single migrants whose behaviour most closely matched that of NZ-born 

singles were those born in the Pacific Islands, at 33.5%.  Interestingly, intermediate single 
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migrants born in Australia had far higher rental percentages, perhaps because there is a 

greater likelihood of them returning to Australia, than any other migrant group. 

12.2.3 Earlier migrants 

The percentage of earlier migrant couples renting houses from private landlords in New 

Zealand between 1996 and 2006 was below 20% across all birthplace categories, as 

shown in Table 12.14. 

Table 12.14 Earlier migrant couples renting from pr ivate landlords,  

New Zealand, (%), 1996 to 2006 

Birthplace 1996 2001 2006
Australia 8.7 11.6 18.8
Pacific Islands 7.2 13.4 19.1
UK & Ireland 4.6 5.3 9.7
Europe & North America 3.5 4.5 12.1
Asia 4.6 7.0 14.8
Other 6.7 11.0 15.7
All migrants 4.9 7.1 13.3
NZ-born couples 11.2 14.4 20.0  

The lowest rate was among earlier migrant couples born in the UK and Ireland at 9.7% in 

2006.  Earlier migrant couples born in Australia and the Pacific Islands had comparatively 

higher percentages, at 18.8% and 19.1% respectively. 

Meanwhile, the proportion of earlier single migrants renting from private landlords was 

lower than that of NZ-born singles, at 24.5%. 

Table 12.15 Earlier single migrants renting from la ndlords,  

New Zealand, (%), 1996 to 2006 

Birthplace 1996 2001 2006
Australia 20.3 24.4 34.0
Pacific Islands 13.9 21.0 24.4
UK & Ireland 12.9 14.1 22.2
Europe & North America 11.8 13.1 24.0
Asia 11.8 14.7 28.1
Other 20.0 21.6 31.2
All migrants 13.6 15.9 24.5
Single NZ-born 22.0 26.3 34.1  

Nevertheless, the overall percentage rose from 13.6% in 1996 to 24.5% in 2006.  Across 

birthplace categories results were not dissimilar, varying within a narrow band from 22.2% 

to 34.0%.  Interestingly, earlier single migrants born in Australia are once again most likely 

to rent from private landlords. 
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12.3 Renting from central government 

Compared to the number of people renting from local government, the number of people 

renting from central government is high, at 4.3%.  Again, singles account for the majority, 

with 7.2% of single migrants and 6.6% of single NZ-born residents renting from private 

landlords. 

Figure 12.4 Households renting from central governm ent,  

New Zealand, 1991 to 2006 
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The percentage of migrant couples renting from central government fell in 2006 (5.4%), 

after an increase in 2001 (7.2%).  Overall, renting from central government only 

accounted for a small percentage of the rental market; although, it was much higher than 

the percentage renting from local government. 

 As Table 12.16 indicates, there was a wide variation in the percentage of people renting 

from central government, depending on their birthplace. 

Table 12.16 Migrant couples renting from central go vernment, New Zealand, (%), 
1991 to 2006 

Birthplace 1991 1996 2001 2006
Australia 2.3 1.4 2.3 1.3
Pacific Islands 29.6 26.5 29.7 23.9
UK & Ireland 1.9 1.1 0.9 0.6
Europe & North America 1.1 1.5 1.9 1.6
Asia 3.0 2.5 3.4 2.2
Other 4.2 3.3 3.3 3.7
All migrants 7.6 6.1 7.2 5.4
NZ-born couples 3.8 2.9 2.3 2.0  
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A large percentage of couples born in the Pacific Islands rented from central government 

between 1991 and 2006.  The proportion in 2006 was 23.9%, compared to only 2.2% of 

couples born in Asia, and 1.6% of couples born in Europe and North America. 

The percentage of single migrants renting from central government is not much greater 

than that for migrant couples, at 7.2% in 2006. 

Table 12.17  Single migrants renting from central g overnment,  

New Zealand, (%), 1991 to 2006 

Birthplace 1991 1996 2001 2006
Australia 7.2 4.7 3.6 4.4
Pacific Islands 35.6 29.2 29.6 30.2
UK & Ireland 6.3 3.9 3.1 3.2
Europe & North America 4.2 2.7 2.8 3.4
Asia 5.0 3.0 3.5 3.3
Other 4.7 4.9 6.9 9.2
All migrants 9.9 7.0 6.8 7.2
Single NZ-born 10.1 7.2 5.9 6.6  

More single migrants rent from central government than NZ-born singles, at 7.2% 

compared to 6.6%.  The rate for single migrants born in the Pacific Islands is four times 

the rate for the single migrant population as a whole. 

12.3.1 Recent migrants 

Recent migrant couples were only slightly more likely to rent from central government than 

NZ-born couples in 2006. 

Table 12.18 Recent migrant couples renting from cen tral government, New Zealand, 
(%), 1996 to 2006 

Birthplace 1996 2001 2006
Australia 1.5 1.5 1.0
Pacific Islands 23.3 28.1 9.9
UK & Ireland 1.3 1.3 0.5
Europe & North America 4.0 4.2 1.3
Asia 3.1 5.8 2.1
Other 4.1 3.9 3.6
All migrants 4.0 6.9 2.6
NZ-born couples 2.9 2.3 2.0  

The percentage of recent migrant couples born in the Pacific Islands renting from central 

government experienced a dramatic drop from 28.1% in 2001, to 9.9% in 2006. 

The year 2001 was a peak year for the number of recent migrant couples born in the UK 

and Ireland, Europe and North America, and Asia renting from central government.  

However, these groups were now less likely to rent from central government. 
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Overall, 4.5% of recent single migrants rented from central government, compared to 

6.6% of NZ-born singles, as highlighted in Figure 12.5. 

Figure 12.5 Recent single migrants renting from cen tral government, New Zealand 
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However, this figure hides the broader story of wide fluctuations across birthplace - from 

just 1.0% of recent single migrants born in the UK and Ireland renting from central 

government, compared to 13.2% of those born in the Pacific Islands. 

12.3.2 Intermediate migrants 

The number of intermediate migrant couples that rented from central government is 

similar to that of recent migrant couples.  The exception was the large percentage of 

intermediate migrants born in the Pacific Islands renting from central government (24.6%). 

Table 12.19 Intermediate migrant couples renting fr om central government, New 
Zealand, (%), 1996 to 2006 

Birthplace 1996 2001 2006
Australia 2.9 2.2 1.1
Pacific Islands 31.5 32.2 24.6
UK & Ireland 1.1 0.6 0.4
Europe & North America 1.4 3.1 4.0
Asia 2.4 2.3 2.9
Other 4.1 3.0 4.0
All migrants 11.6 8.9 5.9
NZ-born couples 2.9 2.3 2.0  

The drop in 2001 for intermediate migrant couples was not as significant as that for recent 

migrant couples.  While the percentage of migrants renting from central government fell 
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since 1996, intermediate migrant couples born in Asia were bucking the trend, up from 

2.4% in 1996 to 2.9% in 2006. 

Among intermediate single migrants, 7.8% lived in houses rented from the central 

government.   

Table 12.20 Intermediate single migrants renting fr om central government, New 
Zealand, (%), 1996 to 2006 

Birthplace 1996 2001 2006
Australia 5.2 3.0 4.6
Pacific Islands 34.9 33.3 30.8
UK & Ireland 3.1 2.1 1.4
Europe & North America 2.6 3.8 6.8
Asia 4.2 3.1 3.5
Other 6.7 7.2 11.0
All migrants 12.1 8.7 7.8
Single NZ-born 7.2 5.9 6.6  

Across birthplace categories the percentages varied widely, from 1.4% for intermediate 

single migrants born in the UK and Ireland, to 30.8% for those born in the Pacific Islands. 

12.3.3 Earlier migrants 

Interestingly, the percentage of earlier migrant couples renting from central government 

increased from 4.1% in 1996, to 6.9% in 2006. 

The major driver of this increase was earlier migrant couples born in the Pacific Islands, 

27.4% of whom were renting from the central government in 2006. 

Table 12.21 Earlier migrant couples renting from ce ntral government, New Zealand, 
(%), 1996 to 2006 

Birthplace 1996 2001 2006
Australia 1.5 2.6 1.3
Pacific Islands 21.9 27.7 27.4
UK & Ireland 1.1 0.9 0.8
Europe & North America 0.6 0.4 0.5
Asia 0.8 1.0 1.0
Other 1.0 1.2 2.3
All migrants 4.1 5.8 6.9
NZ-born couples 2.9 2.3 2.0  

Earlier migrant couples born in Asia had similar housing behaviour but on a much smaller 

scale, with those from other birthplaces excluding the Pacific Islands.  However, the 

percentages of earlier migrant couples born in the UK and Ireland, Australia, and Europe 

and North America renting from central government decreased over the same period. 
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12.4 Renting from local government 

The number of people renting from local government only accounted for a small 

percentage (0.9%) of the rental market in 2006.  There were relatively more singles 

renting from local government, with 2.1% of single migrants and 1.7% of NZ-born singles.  

Less than 0.5% of all couples were renting from local government.  There has also been 

an overall decline in the number of people renting from local government between 1991 

and 2006. 

Figure 12.6 Households renting from local governmen t,  

New Zealand, 1991 to 2006 
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Looking at migrant couples across birthplace categories, percentages were all below 1% 

in 2006. 

The importance of local authority rental properties to single migrants was slightly greater, 

with between 1.2% (Asia) and 2.8% (UK and Ireland) of single migrants living in this type 

of dwelling. 

No recent migrant couples born in Australia have rented from the local government since 

1996.  The percentage of migrants born in the UK and Ireland stabilised at around 1.0% 

over the last decade.  Around 0.7% of recent migrants born in the Pacific Islands and Asia 

rented from local authorities in 2006. 

The situation is similar for intermediate and earlier migrant couples across all birthplaces, 

with a declining trend over the last 10 years. 
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13 Appendix II: Tenure in Auckland 1991 to 2006 

In 2006 there were nearly 371,000 households in Auckland, representing just over a 

quarter (25.5%) of all households in New Zealand.  The proportion of households in 

Auckland has grown slightly over the past 15 years, from the 23.7% figure recorded in 

1991.  Migrant households comprised 20% of all households in Auckland in 2006, with a 

further 14% of Auckland households being single migrant households.  These proportions 

were noticeably greater than the equivalent (10% and 8%, respectively) figures for New 

Zealand as a whole. 

Key notes 

• While most people lived in their own home in Auckland, the proportion renting from 

private landlords has increased in recent years.  This is particularly so among migrant 

couple and single migrant households.   

• The implication of this trend is that resources should be prepared for a continued 

demand for private rental properties in Auckland, due to a continuous migration 

inflow.  Further research on the purchasing and saving behaviours of recent migrants 

will help the Auckland housing market meet this increasing demand.    

• Renting from local and central government accounted for only a small proportion of 

the rental market.  The demand for public sector housing has been declining since 

1996, which is reflected in the significant increase in demand for private rental 

properties.  

• The overall home ownership rate in Auckland in 2006 (58.1%) was noticeably lower 

than the national average (62.7%). 

• Home ownership rates in 2006 for Auckland households were 57.1% of migrant 

couple households owned their own home, 76.4% of NZ-born couple households 

owned their own home, 44.2% of single migrant households owned their own home, 

and 50.7% of single NZ-born households owned their own home. 

• The age of migrants may play an important role in differentiating Auckland’s migrants 

from migrants in the rest of New Zealand.  Many migrants in Auckland are students, 

coming to Auckland or New Zealand for a short time.  For these residents, purchasing 

a house may not be a practical option. 

• This trend is reflected in the proportion of Auckland migrants renting from private 

landlords.  An Auckland-wide average of 27.4% in 2006 captures a range from 34.1% 
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for single households (both migrant and NZ-born), to 20.6% for NZ-born couple 

households. 

• The proportion of migrant couples renting from private landlords in 2006 was 30.0%.  

Interestingly, within this group the highest proportions renting from private landlords 

were those from Australia (38.0%) and the “Other” (40.6%) birthplaces.  The lowest 

proportion was 19.3% from the UK and Ireland. 

• Migrant households born in the Pacific Islands were more likely to rent from local or 

central government than other migrants. 

13.1 Households living in their own house 

In 2006, there were 215,400 households residing in their own house in Auckland.  

Consistent with behaviour seen nationwide, more couples than singles owned their own 

home, and more NZ-born residents than migrants also owned their own home. 

However, the house ownership rate in Auckland was relatively low compared to the 

national average.  The difference was mainly in the ownership rates of migrants, whereas 

the house ownership rates of NZ-born residents in Auckland and in New Zealand were 

similar.  Figure 13.1 illustrates these findings. 

Figure 13.1 Households living in their own house, A uckland, (%), 1991 to 2006 
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For NZ-born residents, the decline in home ownership is obvious.  The percentage of NZ-

born couples owning their own home dropped from 83.5% in 1991 to 76.4% in 2006.  For 

couple households consisting of one New Zealand resident and one migrant their home 

ownership rates dropped from 83.1% in 1991 to 73.5% in 2006.  Only 50.7% of NZ-born 

singles living in Auckland owned their own house, down from 59.3% in 1991. 
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As for migrants, the home ownership rate has fallen even faster between 1991 and 2006, 

as highlighted in Table 13.1. 

Table 13.1 Migrant couples living in their own hous e, Auckland, (%), 1991 to 2006 

Birthplace 1991 1996 2001 2006
Australia 67.2 64.5 56.7 58.4
Pacific Islands 49.2 44.1 41.4 41.7
UK & Ireland 89.7 83.8 81.2 79.4
Europe & North America 84.2 63.5 61.8 61.6
Asia 70.6 61.3 57.7 57.6
Other 68.6 51.9 44.4 51.8
All migrants 72.0 63.0 57.3 57.1
NZ-born couples 83.5 79.2 75.4 76.4  

Migrant couples born in Europe, North America, and Asia experienced the most significant 

drop over the last 10 years.  While the percentage of migrant couples born in Australia 

and the Pacific Islands living in their own home has remained flat.  

Due to confidentiality reasons, Statistics New Zealand has not released data on dwelling 

tenure by birthplace and years since arrival for the Auckland region.  Throughout the 

Auckland section of this report, when data is broken down by years since arrival in New 

Zealand, 2001 figures are used.  In addition, the 1991 Census did not collect information 

on the length of time migrants had been in the country. 

13.1.1 Recent migrants 

From 1996 to 2001, the overall house ownership rate of recent migrant couples in 

Auckland decreased from 43.8% to 34.0%.  This may be due to changes in the housing 

market, the large inflow of international students, and changes in the exchange rate.  As 

more international students came into New Zealand, the age composition of migrants 

changed, changing the housing behaviour of migrants. 

  

Table 13.2 Recent migrant couples living in their o wn house, Auckland, (%) 

Birthplace 1996 2001
Australia 31.5 25.7
Pacific Islands 24.7 24.9
UK & Ireland 46.6 50.3
Europe & North America 24.7 28.5
Asia 51.9 35.9
Other 36.1 31.4
All migrants 43.8 34.0
NZ-born couples 79.2 75.4  

Between 1996 and 2001, more recent migrant couples born in the UK and Ireland, and 

Europe and North America owned their own house.  In contrast, fewer recent migrant 
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couples born in Australia and Asia owned their own house.  In particular, the percentage 

of recent migrant couples born in Asia dropped from 51.9% in 1996 to 35.9% in 2001.  

The percentage of recent migrant couples born in the Pacific Islands owning their own 

house remained unchanged. 

Overall, recent migrant couples were less likely to own their own house in Auckland than 

NZ-born couples. 

Interestingly, the gap between NZ-born singles and recent migrant singles was not as 

large as that for recent migrant couples and NZ-born couples. 

Table 13.3 Recent single migrants living in their o wn house, Auckland, (%) 

Birthplace 1996 2001
Australia 23.2 20.8
Pacific Islands 22.8 16.9
UK & Ireland 37.2 31.1
Europe & North America 23.5 18.0
Asia 56.5 34.8
Other 19.7 18.3
All migrants 28.1 28.1
Single NZ-born 57.4 53.7  

The number of recent single migrants owning their own house varied from 16.9% among 

those born in the Pacific Islands to 34.8% among those born in Asia.  However, all were 

well below the rate for NZ-born singles. 

13.1.2 Intermediate migrants 

Intermediate migrant couples enjoyed a higher home ownership rate in Auckland, up from 

57.1% in 1996 to 62.4% in 2001. 

Table 13.4 Intermediate migrant couples living in t heir own house, Auckland, (%) 

Birthplace 1996 2001
Australia 70.6 64.7
Pacific Islands 37.1 39.9
UK & Ireland 84.6 83.3
Europe & North America 74.2 66.1
Asia 67.8 71.4
Other 68.3 62.1
All migrants 57.1 62.4
NZ-born couples 79.2 75.4  

More intermediate migrant couples born in Asia purchased houses from 1996 to 2001, 

with ownership rates up to 71.4% in 2001 from 67.8% in 1996.  Unlike migrants born in 

Asia those born in other places found purchasing a house less attractive.  Only 64.7% of 

Australian born migrants owned their own home in 2001, down from 70.6% in 1996.  
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83.3% of migrants born in Europe and North America owned their own home in 2006, 

from 74.2% in 1996. 

Also of note, is the change in ownership rates among migrant couples as they moved from 

recent to intermediate status, with increases of between 15.0% for migrant couples born in 

the Pacific Islands to well over 30.0% for all other groups. 

Changes as single migrants moved from recent to intermediate status were also very 

large, as shown in Table 13.5. 

Table 13.5 Intermediate single migrants living in t heir own home, Auckland, (%) 

Birthplace 1996 2001
Australia 45.1 41.2
Pacific Islands 20.9 22.7
UK & Ireland 57.2 55.3
Europe & North America 51.4 44.9
Asia 59.3 60.9
Other 39.3 33.8
All migrants 47.7 47.7
Single NZ-born 57.4 53.7  

While the overall rate rose to 47.7%, from 28.1%, for recent single migrants, there was still 

large variations based on birthplace, with intermediate single migrants born in Asia three 

times more likely to own their own house than those born in the Pacific Islands. 

13.1.3 Earlier migrants 

In general, earlier migrant couples in Auckland had significantly higher home ownership 

rates, compared to recent and intermediate migrant couples.  However, 2001 saw a sharp 

decline in house ownership rates across all birthplaces. 

Table 13.6 Earlier migrant couples living in their own home, Auckland, (%) 

Birthplace 1996 2001
Australia 83.2 77.7
Pacific Islands 55.6 49.1
UK & Ireland 89.4 86.8
Europe & North America 89.2 83.8
Asia 84.6 80.6
Other 85.2 81.6
All migrants 79.7 73.1
NZ-born couples 79.2 75.4  

The overall percentage of home ownership in 2001 was 73.1%, whereas in 1996 it was 

much higher at 79.7%.  The home ownership rate of earlier migrant couples born in 

Australia was down to 77.7% in 2001, from 83.2% in 1996.  Earlier migrant couples born 

in the UK and Ireland continued to have the highest rate of home ownership at 86.8% in 

2001. 
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Earlier single migrants maintained the same level of home ownership between 1991 and 

2006, and had higher home ownership rates than NZ-born singles. 

Table 13.7 Earlier single migrants living in their own home, Auckland, (%) 

Birthplace 1996 2001
Australia 64.7 60.3
Pacific Islands 39.3 33.8
UK & Ireland 69.3 68.3
Europe & North America 71.5 68.8
Asia 74.3 69.4
Other 68.2 65.8
All migrants 60.5 60.5
Single NZ-born 57.4 53.7  

Earlier single migrants born in Asia had the highest home ownership rates at 69.4%, 

double that of earlier single migrants born in the Pacific Islands.  Earlier single migrants 

born in all other regions also had higher home ownership rates than NZ-born singles. 

13.2 Renting from private landlords 

Overall, the percentage of Auckland residents renting from private landlords across all the 

household types has almost doubled since 1991 (Figure 13.2).  There was a huge leap in 

these percentages in 2006, to 27.4% from 22.2% in 2001. 

Figure 13.2 Households renting from private landlor ds, Auckland, 1991 to 2006 
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In terms of household type, the most rapid change was among migrant couples.  In 2006, 

30.0% of migrant couples were renting from private landlords, more than double the rate 

seen in 1991.  This is consistent with the change in age composition and income factors, 

as more young migrants move to New Zealand and are less likely to purchase houses.  
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Also, the flexibility of renting is what young couples are looking for in the early years of 

living in a new country. 

Not surprisingly, the percentage of NZ-born residents in Auckland who rented from private 

landlords increased as well.  The driver of this increase was the NZ-born single category, 

up from 22.7% in 1991 to 27.8% in 2001.  Although there were more NZ-born couples 

renting from private landlords, the rate of increase was not as high as that of households 

with one NZ-born resident and one migrant. 

Consistent with the overall trend, more migrants rented from private landlords (Figure 13.2 

and Table 13.8).  This was particularly so among recent migrant couples. 

Table 13.8 Migrant couples renting from private lan dlords, Auckland, (%), 1991 to 
2006 

Birthplace 1991 1996 2001 2006
Australia 26.4 25.6 33.0 38.0
Pacific Islands 16.9 12.2 18.8 25.3
UK & Ireland 6.4 11.0 12.3 19.3
Europe & North America 12.1 27.7 27.6 31.7
Asia 23.2 25.1 30.0 33.8
Other 27.3 38.0 45.2 40.6
All migrants 13.9 18.3 24.6 30.0
NZ-born couples 10.0 12.8 16.2 20.6  

Another noticeable change was in the single migrant category, which was a key driver of 

the increase in the proportion of migrants renting from private landlords.  The percentage 

of single migrants renting from private landlords increased from 25.9% in 1996 to 34.1% in 

2006, which was the same rate as NZ-born singles. 

Table 13.9 Migrant singles renting from private lan dlord, Auckland, (%), 1991 to 
2006 

Birthplace 1991 1996 2001 2006
Australia 26.7 26.3 31.1 39.4
Pacific Islands 22.5 14.3 23.0 26.3
UK & Ireland 16.5 16.7 19.6 28.2
Europe & North America 22.2 23.6 27.9 37.6
Asia 32.4 21.0 30.3 38.6
Other 33.1 38.7 43.3 47.5
All migrants 21.2 25.9 25.9 34.1
Single NZ-born 22.7 22.0 27.8 34.1  

Looking at birthplace, singles born in Australia topped the list of those renting from private 

landlords with 39.4% of the total.  This was followed by migrant singles born in Asia 

(38.6%), and Europe and North America (37.6%).  Migrant singles born in Asia also had 

the largest increase from 1996 (21.0%) to 2006 (38.6%).  Although the rate of increase 

was not as significant among those single migrants born in the Pacific Islands, from 23.0% 

in 2001 to 26.3% in 2006, the period from 1996 to 2001 saw a leap from 14.3% to 23.0%. 
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13.2.1 Recent migrants 

Overall, almost half of recent migrant couples rented from private landlords in 2001, a 

figure three times that of NZ-born couples, as shown in Table 13.10. 

Table 13.10 Recent migrant couples renting from pri vate landlords, Auckland, (%) 

Birthplace 1996 2001
Australia 55.9 64.6
Pacific Islands 33.3 37.2
UK & Ireland 48.1 43.8
Europe & North America 63.8 56.7
Asia 34.6 48.6
Other 52.2 57.4
All migrants 42.6 49.4
NZ-born couples 12.8 16.2  

In terms of birthplace, more recent migrant couples born in Australia and Asia rented from 

private landlords.  The numbers increased from 55.9% in 1996 to 64.6% in 2001, and from 

34.6% in 1996 to 48.6% in 2001 respectively. 

Trends among recent single migrants were similar, although overall, the percentage 

renting remained constant between 1991 and 2006 at 46.8%.  This figure was lower than 

that for recent migrant couples, but much higher than that for NZ-born singles, as shown 

in Table 13.11. 

Table 13.11 Recent single migrants renting from pri vate landlords, Auckland, (%) 

Birthplace 1996 2001
Australia 57.9 64.4
Pacific Islands 27.6 35.2
UK & Ireland 50.8 56.7
Europe & North America 57.1 61.2
Asia 25.1 42.7
Other 57.7 53.1
All migrants 46.8 46.8
Single NZ-born 22.0 27.8  

Recent single migrants born in Australia were most likely to rent from private landlords, at 

a rate of 64.4%, while those born in the Pacific Islands and Asia were least likely, at 

35.2% and 42.7% respectively.  Nevertheless, recent single migrants born in Asia played 

an important role in the increase in single migrants renting from private landlords.  From 

1996 to 2001, the portion renting from private landlords jumped from 25.1% to 42.7%.  

Single migrants born in Australia were a distant second, in terms of percentage point 

change from 1996 to 2001, with an increase from 57.9% in 1996 to 64.4% in 2001. 
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13.2.2 Intermediate migrants 

Between 1996 and 2001, the percentage of intermediate migrant couples renting from 

private landlords increased from 15.5% to 19.5%. 

As highlighted in Table 13.12, there was a huge drop in the overall percentage of migrant 

couples renting, as they moved from recent to intermediate migrant status. 

Table 13.12 Intermediate migrant couples renting fr om private landlords, Auckland, 
(%) 

Birthplace 1996 2001
Australia 17.6 23.5
Pacific Islands 14.4 18.6
UK & Ireland 11.2 12.6
Europe & North America 18.3 25.7
Asia 17.4 19.0
Other 22.1 27.7
All migrants 15.5 19.5
NZ-born couples 12.8 16.2  

The increases among migrant couples born in the UK and Ireland (from 11.2% to 12.6%), 

and Asia (17.4% to 19.0%) were not as significant as for those born in Australia (17.6% to 

23.5%) and in Europe and North America (18.3% to 25.7%). 

Overall rates for NZ-born singles and intermediate single migrants were almost identical. 

Table 13.13 Intermediate single migrants renting fr om private landlords, Auckland, 
(%) 

Birthplace 1996 2001
Australia 35.4 43.0
Pacific Islands 17.9 26.8
UK & Ireland 29.7 33.4
Europe & North America 37.1 39.4
Asia 19.4 24.3
Other 42.7 46.2
All migrants 28.9 28.9
Single NZ-born 22.0 27.8  

Among intermediate single migrants, migrants born in Australia experienced a steady 

increase in the percentage renting from private landlords, from 35.4% in 1996 to 43% in 

2001.  In contrast, the percentage of singles born in the UK and Ireland, and Europe and 

North America renting from private landlords decreased between 2001and 2006. 

The behaviour of couples with one intermediate migrant partner is of some interest in that 

it remained significantly different from that of NZ-born couples.  Usually, this group’s 

behaviour mirrors that of NZ-born couples more closely than that of migrant couples. 
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Figure 13.3 Couples with one intermediate migrant p artner renting from private 
landlords, Auckland, (%) 

 

 

13.2.3 Earlier migrants 

A higher proportion of earlier migrant couples, across all birthplace categories, rented 

from private landlords between 1996 and 2001. 

Table 13.14 Earlier migrant couples renting from pr ivate landlords, Auckland, (%) 

Birthplace 1996 2001
Australia 9.8 12.8
Pacific Islands 7.3 13.0
UK & Ireland 5.3 6.2
Europe & North America 4.7 7.3
Asia 5.3 8.5
Other 8.9 12.9
All migrants 6.0 9.1
NZ-born couples 12.8 16.2  

Most significantly, earlier migrant couples born in the Pacific Islands saw an increase from 

7.3% in 1996 to 13.0% in 2001.  Large gains were also experienced in the Australia and 

“Other” birthplace categories. 

The proportion of earlier single migrants renting from private landlords in 2006 was far 

lower than that for NZ-born singles, at 17.1% compared to 27.8%.  The rate was lower 

across all birthplaces. 

0

7

14

21

28

35

Australia Pacif ic
Islands

UK & Ireland Europe &
North

America

Asia Other All migrants NZ-born
couples

Migrant birthplace

%



 

 

107  

Table 13.15 Earlier single migrants renting from pr ivate landlords, Auckland, (%) 

Birthplace 1996 2001
Australia 19.4 23.5
Pacific Islands 11.1 19.3
UK & Ireland 13.8 15.8
Europe & North America 13.4 15.3
Asia 10.5 13.8
Other 20.8 22.6
All migrants 17.1 17.1
Single NZ-born 22.0 27.8  

Among earlier single migrants, migrants born in the Pacific Islands experienced a 

significant growth, from 11.1% renting from private landlords in 1996 to 19.3% in 2001.  

Other birthplace categories only had small increases over the same period. 

13.3 Renting from central government 

In Auckland, the overall percentage of New Zealand residents renting from central 

government is much higher than that renting from local government, although not as high 

as that owning houses or renting from private landlords (Figure 13.4). 

Figure 13.4 Households renting from central governm ent, Auckland, 1991 to 2006 
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The overall percentage of households renting from central government has been slowly 

increasing.  Not surprisingly, a large proportion of single households rented from central 

government, reaching 10.5% for single migrants and 9.0% for single NZ-born households 

in 2006.  The percentage of NZ-born couples remained unchanged at 2.7% between 2001 

and 2006. 

Table 13.16 shows the total percentage of migrant couples renting from central 

government. 
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Table 13.16 Migrant couples renting from central go vernment, Auckland, (%), 1991 
to 2006 

Birthplace 1991 1996 2001 2006
Australia 1.7 2.0 2.8 1.9
Pacific Islands 28.3 26.2 30.1 24.4
UK & Ireland 1.4 0.9 0.9 0.7
Europe & North America 0.8 1.6 2.9 2.6
Asia 1.5 1.8 3.0 2.1
Other 1.6 2.6 3.0 3.6
All migrants 10.2 8.2 9.8 7.4
NZ-born couples 4.1 3.2 2.7 2.7  

A significant proportion of migrant couples born in the Pacific Islands rented from the 

central government (30.1% in 2001 and 24.4% in 2006), although this proportion dropped 

to its lowest point in 2006.  Among migrant couples born in Europe and North America, 

2.6% lived in houses rented from the central government in 2006. 

The proportion of single migrants and NZ-born singles that rented from the central 

government was larger than the proportion of any type of couples. 

Table 13.17 Migrant singles renting from central go vernment, Auckland, (%),  

1991 to 2006 

Birthplace 1991 1996 2001 2006
Australia 7.2 4.6 4.5 6.0
Pacific Islands 37.4 31.3 32.5 33.4
UK & Ireland 5.9 3.9 3.2 4.4
Europe & North America 4.1 2.9 3.4 5.2
Asia 3.0 1.9 2.9 3.0
Other 3.8 4.2 8.2 10.5
All migrants 12.7 9.6 9.6 10.5
Single NZ-born 11.2 8.2 7.3 9.0  

Single migrants born in the Pacific Islands were 11 times more likely to rent from the 

central government than migrants born in Asia.  Nevertheless, the overall rate for single 

migrants (10.5%) and NZ-born singles (9.0%) were fairly similar. 

13.3.1 Recent migrants 

The percentage of recent migrant couples renting from central government doubled 

between 1996 and 2001 (from 3.2% to 7.4%). 
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Table 13.18 Recent migrant couples renting from cen tral government, Auckland, (%) 

Birthplace 1996 2001
Australia 1.8 0.9
Pacific Islands 21.5 27.2
UK & Ireland 0.6 1.2
Europe & North America 3.1 5.6
Asia 1.8 5.2
Other 3.4 3.2
All migrants 3.2 7.4
NZ-born couples 3.2 2.7  

A large percentage of these couples were born in the Pacific Islands, and in 2001, this 

percentage jumped to 27.2% from 21.5% in 1996.  The proportion of recent migrant 

couples born in Asia almost tripled, from 1.8% in 1996 to 5.2% in 2001.  The same trend 

can be seen in the Europe and North America, UK and Ireland birthplace categories.  The 

only exception was in the Australian born recent migrant couple’s category, where the 

percentage halved from 1.8% in 1996 to 0.9% in 2001. 

At the recent single migrant stage, the number of people renting from central government 

in 2001 was quite similar to that of NZ-born singles. 

Table 13.19 Recent single migrants renting from cen tral government, Auckland, (%) 

Birthplace 1996 2001
Australia 2.1 2.0
Pacific Islands 23.6 28.5
UK & Ireland 1.1 1.5
Europe & North America 2.9 6.5
Asia 1.2 3.5
Other 7.0 11.7
All migrants 7.7 7.7
Single NZ-born 8.2 7.3  

Table 13.9 shows those born in the UK and Ireland did not rent from central government 

in large numbers, whereas those born in the Pacific Islands were very likely to. 

13.3.2 Intermediate migrants 

In contrast, fewer intermediate migrant couples across all the birthplace categories rented 

from central government between 1996 and 2001, apart from intermediate migrants born 

in the Pacific Islands, Europe, and North America. 
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Table 13.20 Intermediate migrant couples renting fr om central government, 
Auckland, (%) 

Birthplace 1996 2001
Australia 5.9 2.0
Pacific Islands 30.8 32.2
UK & Ireland 0.7 0.4
Europe & North America 2.8 3.5
Asia 2.0 1.6
Other 3.4 2.8
All migrants 14.5 10.4
NZ-born couples 3.2 2.7  

The percentage of intermediate migrant couples born in Australia renting houses from 

central government dropped significantly from 5.9% in 1996, to 2.0% in 2001. 

Overall, intermediate migrant couples had higher rental rates than recent migrant couples, 

at 10.4% versus 7.4%. 

Among intermediate single migrants, the picture was quite similar, with an overall rate of 

10.6% renting from central government. 

Table 13.21 Intermediate single migrants renting fr om central government, 
Auckland, (%) 

Birthplace 1996 2001
Australia 3.7 3.5
Pacific Islands 35.7 35.1
UK & Ireland 2.5 1.6
Europe & North America 2.3 4.5
Asia 2.7 2.4
Other 6.7 7.9
All migrants 10.6 10.6
Single NZ-born 8.2 7.3  

More than one third of intermediate single migrants born in the Pacific Islands rented from 

central government in 2001.  Intermediate single migrants born in all other birthplace 

categories had lower rates of rental from central government than NZ-born singles. 

13.3.3 Earlier migrants 

Among earlier migrant couples, 21.9% of those born in the Pacific Islands rented from 

central government in 1996.  This figure grew to 29.0% in 2001, as seen in Table 13.22. 
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Table 13.22 Earlier migrant couples renting from ce ntral government, Auckland, (%) 

Birthplace 1996 2001
Australia 2.3 4.1
Pacific Islands 21.9 29.0
UK & Ireland 0.9 0.9
Europe & North America 0.3 0.4
Asia 0.9 1.2
Other 0.0 0.7
All migrants 6.6 10.3
NZ-born couples 3.2 2.7  

From 1996 to 2001, there were also significant increases in the number of earlier migrant 

couples born in Australia (from 2.3% to 4.1%) and Asia (from 0.9% to 1.2%), renting from 

central government. 

Among earlier single migrants, the overall rate of 9.3% was lower than that for earlier 

migrant couples, but still well above the rate for NZ-born singles, as shown in Table 13.23. 

Table 13.23 Earlier single migrants renting from ce ntral government, Auckland, (%) 

Birthplace 1996 2001
Australia 4.9 4.9
Pacific Islands 29.2 31.6
UK & Ireland 4.2 3.5
Europe & North America 2.8 2.5
Asia 2.5 3.0
Other 1.2 1.7
All migrants 9.3 9.3
Single NZ-born 8.2 7.3  

This figure was skewed by the large portion of earlier single migrants born in the Pacific 

Islands living in houses rented from the central government, at 31.6%, compared with 

values under 5.0% for all other birthplaces. 

13.4 Renting from local government 

As Table 13.24 shows, the proportion of households renting from local government in 

Auckland was extremely small, compared to other dwelling tenure categories.  The 

proportion of couples remained the same over the last five years, although declines were 

experienced from 1991 to 2001.  In contrast, singles, including those born in New 

Zealand, had more obvious declines in the number renting from local government during 

the same period. 
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Table 13.24 Households renting from local governmen t, Auckland, (%), 1991 to 2006 

Household type 1991 1996 2001 2006
Migrant couple 0.5 0.4 0.2 0.2
NZ-born and migrant 0.3 0.3 0.1 0.1
NZ-born couple 0.3 0.2 0.1 0.1
Single migrant 2.8 2.4 1.8 1.0
Single NZ-born 1.8 1.9 1.5 0.6
ALL 1.1 1.0 0.8 0.4  

NZ-born singles accounted for the largest proportion of households renting from the local 

government in Auckland (1,482 out of 2,667 households in 2001).   

Migrant couples were unlikely to rent from local authorities, regardless of birthplace, as 

highlighted in Table 13.25.  In Auckland, fewer migrant couples across all birthplace 

categories, except Europe and North America, rented from the local government.  There 

was no migrant couple born in Australia, whereas 0.3% of migrant couples born in the 

Pacific Islands rented from the local government.   

Table 13.25 Migrant couples renting from local auth orities, Auckland, (%), 1991 to 
2006 

Birthplace 1991 1996 2001 2006
Australia 0.7 0.6 0.3 0.0
Pacific Islands 0.4 0.4 0.3 0.3
UK & Ireland 0.7 0.5 0.3 0.1
Europe & North America 0.3 0.2 0.1 0.2
Asia 0.3 0.2 0.1 0.1
Other 0.3 0.1 0.2 0.1
All migrants 0.5 0.4 0.2 0.2
NZ-born couples 0.3 0.2 0.1 0.1  

No recent migrant couples born in Australia lived in houses rented from the local 

government between 1996 and 2001.  The percentage of recent migrant couples born in 

Asia dropped to zero in 2001.  Recent migrant couples from other birthplace categories, 

including Europe and North America, the UK and Ireland, and the Pacific Islands, had 

small fractions renting from local authorities in 2001, at 0.3%, 0.2%, and 0.1% 

respectively. 

In the intermediate migrant category, in 2001 there were no migrant couples born in 

Australia, the UK and Ireland or Europe and North America renting from the local 

government in 2001.  Only 0.2% of migrants born in the Pacific Islands and Asia rented 

from the local government. 

The data shows that the percentage of earlier migrant couples renting from local 

authorities was higher than that for intermediate migrants.  Earlier migrant couples born in 

Australia were not occupying local authority rental properties at all, whereas other earlier 

migrant couples were having a small fraction of this dwelling tenure, ranging from 0.2% to 



 

 

113  

0.4% by place of birth.  Overall, a declining trend is obvious, especially in the UK and 

Ireland birthplace category. 

Single migrants were more likely than migrant couples to rent from local authorities, but 

overall the rate was still very low. 

Table 13.26 Migrant singles renting from local gove rnment, Auckland, (%), 1991 to 
2006 

Birthplace 1991 1996 2001 2006
Australia 1.8 2.0 1.8 0.5
Pacific Islands 1.1 1.7 1.8 1.1
UK & Ireland 4.5 4.1 3.3 1.8
Europe & North America 1.7 2.0 1.4 1.0
Asia 0.6 0.6 0.4 0.3
Other 1.0 0.9 0.2 0.9
All migrants 2.8 1.8 1.8 1.0
Single NZ-born 1.8 1.9 1.5 0.6  

Between 0.3% (Asia) and 1.8% (Pacific Islands) single migrants rented from the local 

government in 2006. 
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14 Appendix III: Dwelling type 1991 to 2006 

This section discusses dwelling type by household type, and illustrates how migrants 

change their dwelling type based on their length of residency.   

Key points  

• In 2006, approximately 75% of people living in New Zealand lived in a house, 10.2% 

lived in a flat or apartment in a single-storey building, 6.8% lived in a flat or apartment 

in a multi-storey building, and 5.6% lived in dwellings that were categorised as other. 

• NZ-born couple households (90.6%) were more likely to live in houses than migrant 

couple households (78.0%).   

• NZ-born single households (69.7%) were more likely to live in houses than single 

migrant households (61.3%). 

• Single people were more likely to live in flats than couples regardless of their 

birthplace. 

• Recent migrants, including students, were more likely to live in flats than intermediate 

or earlier migrants.   

• The longer migrants lived in New Zealand, the more likely they were to have housing 

behaviour similar to that of NZ-born households.  

• In general, migrants born in the UK and Ireland quickly adopted housing behaviour 

similar to that of NZ-born households. 

• In general, the housing behaviour of recent migrants born in Asia was the most 

dissimilar from NZ-born couple and single households.  However, this group showed 

the greatest change in behaviour as time spent in New Zealand increases  to more 

closely reflect the housing behaviour of NZ-born households.  

14.1 Houses 

Figure 14.1 shows the percentage of people living in houses between 1991 and 2006. 
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Figure 14.1 Proportion living in houses, New Zealan d, 1991 to 2006 
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The total proportion of household types living in houses dropped from 81.1% in 1991 to 

77.4% in 2006. 

During this time, the percentage of NZ-born couples living in houses remained fairly 

constant, dropping just 0.7 percentage points, to 90.6%.  NZ-born singles living in houses 

also maintained a constant rate, at 69.7% in 2006. 

The story among migrants is different.  The proportion of migrant couples living in houses 

fell from 84.4% to 78.0% over the 15 year period.  The proportion of couples with one 

migrant partner living in houses dropped 1.5 percentage points.  The fraction of single 

migrants in houses declined at a faster rate, dropping to 61.3% in 2006 from 63.6% in 

1991. 

The proportion of NZ-born couples living in houses was higher than that for all recent 

migrant couples and couples with one recent migrant partner. 

Among intermediate migrants, couples born in the UK and Ireland, and couples with one 

New Zealand partner and one UK or Ireland-born partner were more likely to live in 

houses than NZ-born couples. 

Similarly, by the time they reached the intermediate migrant category, UK and Ireland-

born single migrants were as likely to live in houses as NZ-born singles. 

At the earlier migrant level, rates among most couples with one migrant partner were very 

similar to those of NZ-born couples, as shown in Table 14.1. 
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Table 14.1 Couples with one earlier migrant partner  living in houses, New Zealand, 
(%)28 

Birthplace 1996 2001 2006
Asia 91.7 84.0 86.9
Australia 90.9 86.4 89.1
Europe & North America 92.1 87.1 90.8
Other 91.4 88.0 88.8
Pacific Islands 89.8 80.2 87.1
UK & Ireland 91.1 89.2 91.3
All migrants 91.2 87.9 90.4
NZ-born couples 91.8 87.3 90.6  

The gap between NZ-born and migrant couples was larger than that between NZ-born 

couples and couples with one earlier migrant partner, although still quite small for most 

migrant birthplaces. 

The biggest difference in proportion was between NZ-born and recent migrants born in 

Asia.  The number of recent migrants from Asia who lived in a house was up to 36% lower 

than the rate for NZ-born couples.  In addition, this gap widened substantially over the last 

10 years, possibly reflecting the number of short-term stays by students.  However, by the 

time migrants born in Asia reached the earlier migrant category, this difference was less 

than 4.2%, as indicated in Figure 14.2. 

Figure 14.2 Proportion of migrants born in Asia liv ing in houses, New Zealand, 2006 
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28 Note that in the 1991 Census Statistics New Zealand did not collect information on the length of time migrants 
had been in the country. 
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In 2006, 54.4% of recent migrant couples born in Asia lived in houses, compared to 86.4% 

of earlier migrant couples born in Asia, indicating a 32 percentage-point change as the 

time spent in New Zealand inceased. 

Among couples with a recent migrant partner born in Asia the rate was 55.7%, while for 

couples with an earlier migrant partner born in Asia the figure was 86.9%. 

Smaller but nevertheless significant changes in behaviour occurred among single 

migrants born in Asia as their time in New Zealand increased. 

14.1.1 Recent migrants 

Overall, the portion of recent migrant couples living in houses dropped slightly from 69.8% 

in 1996, to 67.5% in 2006.  The biggest change occurred within the group born in Asia, 

with the proportion of recent migrant couples living in houses declining from 66.3% to 

54.4%. 

Meanwhile, the proportion of recent migrant couples born in the UK and Ireland living in 

houses rose from 1996, reaching 86.0% in 2006. 

In contrast, the proportion of couples with one recent migrant partner born in Asia and 

recent single migrants born in Asia living in households declined from 1996 to 2006. 

As Table 14.2 shows, the percentage of migrants born in Asia that lived in houses 

dropped from 68.7% in 1996, to 46.7% in 2001, and then to 45.2% in 2006. 

Table 14.2 Recent single migrants living in houses,  New Zealand, (%) 

Birthplace 1996 2001 2006
Asia 68.7 46.7 45.2

Australia 60.2 56.0 51.5

Europe & North America 53.7 47.2 48.5

Other 48.4 44.0 43.0

Pacific Islands 55.9 43.4 45.9

UK & Ireland 62.3 61.3 58.4

All migrants 62.8 48.7 47.7
Single NZ-born 73.5 66.5 69.7  

Overall, the proportion of single migrants living in houses fell from 62.8% in 1996 to 47.7% 

in 2006.  Recent single migrants born in the Pacific Islands, Europe and North America, 

as well as those classified as “Other” all had less than a one in two likelihood of living in 

houses in 2006. 

Between 1996 and 2006, the portion of couples with one recent migrant partner born in 

Asia living in a house declined from 75.5% to 55.7%, as highlighted in Table 14.3. 
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Table 14.3 Couples with one recent migrant partner living in houses,  New Zealand, 
(%) 

Birthplace 1996 2001 2006
Asia 75.5 56.9 55.7

Australia 82.5 81.6 79.4

Europe & North America 79.0 74.2 75.7

Other 78.2 70.2 70.9

Pacific Islands 57.9 54.2 56.1

UK & Ireland 78.2 80.7 81.9

All migrants 79.0 76.7 77.3
NZ-born couples 91.8 87.3 90.6  

Couples with one partner born in the Pacific Islands were the second least likely to live in 

houses, at 56.1% in 2006. 

14.1.2 Intermediate migrants 

The number of intermediate migrant couples living in houses fell slightly, from 81.7% in 

1996 to 78.4% in 2006. 

Among intermediate migrant couples, those born in the UK and Ireland were more likely to 

live in houses than those born in New Zealand, with this figure rising slightly between 

1996 and 2006.  Meanwhile, the proportion of intermediate migrant couples born in 

Europe and North America living in houses dropped 10 percentage points, to 80.9% 

during the same period. 

In 2006, 73.9% of intermediate migrant couples born in Asia lived in houses, a 19.5 

percentage point increase over recent migrant couples born in Asia. 

A similar rise of 19.5% was experienced among couples with one intermediate migrant 

partner born in Asia, compared to the recent migrant category. 

Large gains were also made by couples with one migrant partner born in the Pacific 

Islands as they move from the recent to intermediate migrant category (up 19.4 

percentage points). 

As with intermediate migrant couples born in the UK and Ireland, couples with one 

intermediate migrant partner born in the UK and Ireland were more likely to live in houses 

than NZ-born couples (91.3% compared with 90.6%). 

Overall, couples with one intermediate migrant partner experienced a slight decline in the 

proportion living in houses, but maintained a level approaching that of NZ-born couples, at 

86.8%. 
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The proportion of intermediate single migrants living in houses experienced a sharp fall, 

as was the case with recent single migrants, declining from 68.0% in 1996 to 60.3% in 

2006.  As was the case for recent migrants, most change occurred between 1996 and 

2001 (a drop of 7.0%), as highlighted in Table 14.4.  This may be explained by the 

number of young migrants who begin their stay in New Zealand with study, and then move 

into the workforce. 

Table 14.4 Intermediate single migrants living in h ouses, New Zealand, (%) 

Birthplace 1996 2001 2006
Asia 69.2 61.6 60.2
Australia 73.9 65.8 67.4
Europe & North America 72.1 63.2 60.5
Other 63.3 56.1 53.3
Pacific Islands 62.4 50.3 54.4
UK & Ireland 70.3 69.8 69.3
All migrants 68.0 61.0 60.3
Single NZ-born 73.5 66.5 69.7  

Intermediate single migrants born in Asia and the Pacific Islands accounted for a large 

part of the sharp fall.  Among intermediate single migrants born in Asia the proportion 

living in houses fell from 69.2% in 1996 to 60.2% in 2006.  Among intermediate single 

migrants born in the Pacific Islands, the proportion living in houses fell from 62.4% to 

54.4%. 

Intermediate single migrants born in the UK and Ireland were just as likely to live in a 

house as NZ-born singles.  All other single migrant groups had significantly lower 

proportions occupying houses except for those born in Australia.  Nevertheless, 

intermediate single migrants born in Asia had a rate 15.0 percentage points higher than 

recent single migrants born in Asia, indicating a strong change in behaviour over the two 

time periods since their arrival. 

14.1.3 Earlier migrants 

The proportion of earlier migrant couples living in houses dropped from 89.0% in 1996 to 

86.2% in 2006. 

The highest rate among earlier migrant couples was among couples born in the UK and 

Ireland, at 87.8%.  The proportion of earlier migrant couples born in Asia living in houses 

was 86.4% in 2006, an increase of 32.2 percentage points over the rate achieved by 

recent migrant couples born in Asia. 

In general, the difference in the proportion of NZ-born couples and couples with one 

earlier migrant partner living in houses was negligible across all three censuses.  The 
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highest proportion was among couples with one earlier migrant partner born in the UK and 

Ireland.  Rates among migrants born in Asia were up to 31.2 percentage points over the 

rates seen among recent migrants born in the region.  The lowest rate was recorded 

among people born in the Pacific Islands, at 87.1%, compared to NZ-born couples where 

the average was 90.6%. 

Among earlier single migrants, those born in Asia were most likely to live in houses in 

2006, at a rate 23.5 percentage points above the rates seen among recent single migrants 

born in Asia.  All migrant groups had rates within 6.0 percentage points of the rate seen 

among NZ-born singles.  The proportions of single earlier migrants living in houses are 

presented in Table 14.5. 

Table 14.5 Earlier single migrants living in houses , New Zealand (%), 1996 to 2006 

Birthplace 1996 2001 2006
Asia 73.4 67.0 68.7
Australia 70.9 64.5 67.6
Europe & North America 71.8 65.1 68.3
Other 69.0 64.5 64.2
Pacific Islands 72.9 55.6 65.1
UK & Ireland 66.4 64.3 64.8
All migrants 68.5 63.6 65.9
Single NZ-born 73.5 66.5 69.7  

14.2 Flats or apartments in single-storey buildings  

The proportion of singles living in flats or apartments in single-storey buildings was 

notably higher than the proportion of couples.  Figure 14.3 shows the percentage of 

people living in flats or apartments in single-storey buildings between 1991 and 2006.  

The similarities between the two single groups and the three couples groups can be 

clearly seen from the graph. 
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Figure 14.3 Proportion living in flats or apartment s in single-storey buildings, New 
Zealand, 1991 to 2006 
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Migrant couples were twice as likely to live in flats or apartments in single-storey buildings 

as NZ-born couples.  The proportion of NZ-born and migrant couples living in flats or 

apartments in single-storey buildings was similar to that of NZ-born couples, while migrant 

singles were only slightly more likely to live in flats or apartments in single-storey buildings 

than NZ-born singles. 

In New Zealand, the number of households living in flats or apartments in single-storey 

buildings rose from 9.3% in 1991, to 10.2% in 2006.  However, NZ-born couples were far 

less likely to live in flats or apartments in single-storey buildings than other groups, with 

just 4.5% living in these dwellings in 2006. 

The proportion of NZ-born singles living in flats or apartments in single-storey buildings 

was four times higher than NZ-born couples, at 16.8% in 2006, a rise of 2.2 percentage 

points since 1991. 

Meanwhile, among migrant groups, it is unsurprising that single migrants had the highest 

proportion living in flats or apartments in single-storey buildings, at 18.8% in 2006 (up 2.5 

percentage points over 15 years).  Couples with one migrant partner had a rate of 5.4% in 

2006, very similar to NZ-born couples, while 10.5% of migrant couples occupied flats or 

apartments in single-storey buildings in 2006, up 2.5 percentage points since 1991. 

Couples with one earlier migrant partner were less likely to live in flats or apartments in 

single-storey buildings than NZ-born couples, while intermediate single migrants were less 

likely to live in flats or apartments in single-storey buildings than NZ-born singles. 
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As a mirror image of the proportion living in houses, it is no surprise that recent migrants 

born in Asia were most likely to live in flats or apartments in single-storey buildings.  But 

members of this group experienced the biggest change in behaviour as they moved from 

being recent to earlier migrants.  By the time they reached earlier migrant status, single 

migrants born in Asia were less likely to live in flats or apartments in single-storey 

buildings than NZ-born singles, as shown in Figure 14.4. 

Figure 14.4 Proportion of migrants born in Asia liv ing in flats or apartments in 
single-storey buildings, New Zealand, 2006 
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14.2.1 Recent migrants 

From 1996, the proportion of recent migrant couples living in flats or apartments in single-

storey buildings rose from 11.4% to 16.3%. 

Driving this change was the housing behaviour of recent migrant couples born in Asia.  

Their portion of recent migrants living in flats or apartments in single-storey buildings had 

more than doubled from 11.0% to 25.1%.  Among recent migrant couples born in the 

Pacific Islands the rate rose from 14.2% to 21.3%.  This is shown in Table 14.6. 

Table 14.6 Recent migrant couples living in flats o r apartments in single-storey 
buildings, New Zealand, (%) 

Birthplace 1996 2001 2006
Asia 11.0 20.2 25.1
Australia 8.6 10.6 8.0
Europe & North America 13.5 13.7 12.7
Other 13.4 14.2 13.6
Pacific Islands 14.2 19.4 21.3
UK & Ireland 9.3 8.5 4.8
All migrants 11.4 15.9 16.3
NZ-born couples 4.9 5.2 4.5  
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Rates for migrants born in other regions were steady, or in the case of recent migrant 

couples born in the UK and Ireland, dropped. 

Among couples with one recent migrant partner, the proportion living in flats or apartments 

in single-storey buildings fell marginally, to 8.8% in 2006 from 9.6% in 1996.  This drop 

was mainly due to a fall in the proportion of couples with one recent migrant partner born 

in the UK and Ireland living in flats or apartments in single-storey buildings.  Meanwhile, 

the proportion of couples with one partner born in the Pacific Islands living in flats or 

apartments in single-storey buildings experienced a sharp rise, tripling between 1996 and 

2006. 

Among recent single migrants, the overall proportion living in flats or apartments in single-

storey buildings was 19.4%, just 2.6 percentage points above the rate for NZ-born singles.   

The biggest change over time in the proportion of migrants living in flats or apartments in 

single-storey buildings occurred among recent single migrants born in Asia, rising from 

10.4% in 1996 to 19.6% in 2006. 

14.2.2 Intermediate migrants 

Figure 14.5 shows that intermediate migrant couples were half as likely as recent migrant 

couples to live in flats or apartments in single-storey buildings. 

Figure 14.5 Recent  and intermediate migrant couples living in flats or  apartments in 
single-storey buildings, New Zealand, 2006 
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Intermediate migrant couples most likely to live in flats or apartments in single-storey 

buildings were those born in the Pacific Islands and Asia.  However, the rate for 

intermediate migrant couples born in Asia were less than half that of recent migrant 

couples born in Asia.  There was a drop of 8.2 percentage points in the proportion of 
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migrant couples born in the Pacific Islands living in flats or apartments in single-storey 

buildings as they moved from recent to intermediate migrant status. 

Intermediate migrant couples born in the UK and Ireland were least likely to live in flats or 

apartments in single-storey buildings, at just 2.7%, which was lower than that for NZ-born 

couples. 

The rate for couples with one intermediate migrant partner was 5.3%, a figure similar to 

that among NZ-born couples.  The likelihood of couples with one intermediate migrant 

partner living in flats or apartments in single-storey buildings was particularly low for those 

with one partner born in Australia, Europe or North America. 

The proportion of intermediate migrants born in Asia with NZ-born partners living in flats or 

apartments in single-storey buildings was higher (9.9%), but this rate was half that of 

recent migrants born in Asia with a NZ-born partner. 

The overall proportion of intermediate single migrants living in flats or apartments in 

single-storey buildings was 16.6%, roughly equivalent to the rate for NZ-born singles, as 

indicated in Figure 14.6. 

Figure 14.6 Intermediate single migrants living in flats or apartments in single-
storey buildings, New Zealand, 2006 
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Among intermediate single migrants, those born in Asia, Australia, and the UK and Ireland 

living in flats or apartments in single-storey buildings had proportions lower than NZ-born 

singles.  The percentage of intermediate single migrants born in Asia and the Pacific 

Islands occupying flats or apartments in single-storey buildings has risen over the last 10 
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years, from 10.9% to 15.0% among those born in Asia, and from 15.5% to 21.0% among 

those born in the Pacific Islands. 

14.2.3 Earlier migrants 

After 15 years migrant couples had a 6.7% chance of living in flats or apartments in 

single-storey buildings.  Among these households, earlier migrant couples born in Asia 

had the lowest rate, at 5.3%, one fifth the rate of recent migrant couples born in Asia. 

Table 14.7 shows that couples with one earlier migrant partner were less likely to live in 

flats or apartments in single-storey buildings than NZ-born couples. 

Table 14.7 Couples with one earlier migrant partner  living in flats or apartments in 
single-storey buildings, New Zealand, (%) 

Birthplace 1996 2001 2006
Asia 4.6 6.3 5.4
Australia 5.6 5.3 4.8
Europe & North America 4.8 5.7 3.8
Other 5.6 4.9 4.8
Pacific Islands 5.5 7.4 5.4
UK & Ireland 5.7 5.4 4.0
All migrants 5.5 5.5 4.3
NZ-born couples 4.9 5.2 4.5  

Particularly low rates were seen among couples with one partner born in Europe and 

North America, and the UK and Ireland.  The portion of couples with one partner born in 

Asia living in flats or apartments in single-storey buildings dropped from 20.8% to 5.4% as 

the number of years they lived in New Zealand rose from fewer than five years to more 

than 15 years. 

Figure 14.7 shows the proportion of earlier single migrants living in flats or apartments in 

single-storey buildings. 
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Figure 14.7 Earlier single migrants living in flats  or apartments in  

single-storey buildings, New Zealand, 2006 
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Among earlier single migrants, the proportion living in flats or apartments in single-storey 

buildings was 19.5%.  However, the large percentage of earlier single migrants born in the 

UK and Ireland living in flats or apartments in single-storey buildings skewed the earlier 

migrant average rate upward.  The lowest rate was among earlier single migrants born in 

Asia.  This group, at 14.3%, had a lower proportion living in flats or apartments in single-

storey buildings than that of NZ-born singles. 

14.3 Flats or apartments in multi-storey buildings 

Figure 14.8 shows the percentage of people living in flats or apartments in multi-storey 

buildings between 1991 and 2006. 
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Figure 14.8 Proportion living in flats or apartment s in multi-storey buildings, New 
Zealand 
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Interestingly, while the total number of households living in multi-storey flats has increased 

over the last 15 years, the proportion of NZ-born singles and single migrants living in this 

type of dwelling has dropped substantially. 

In New Zealand, 6.8% of all households occupied flats or apartments in multi-storey 

buildings in 2006.  This figure has dropped over the last 15 years, from 7.7% in 1991.  

Among NZ-born couples, the rate was 3.5%, while among NZ-born singles, it was 8.8%. 

Migrant couples had a 9.1% chance of living in flats or apartments in multi-storey 

buildings, while for couples with one migrant partner the figure was 5.9%.  Single migrants 

had a rate of 14.4%, well above the rate for NZ-born singles. 

Migrants were significantly more likely to live in flats or apartments in multi-storey 

buildings between 1991 and 2006 than their NZ-born equivalents. 

While the percentage of people in the various migrant categories living in flats or 

apartments in multi-storey buildings has generally risen over the years, the portion of 

migrants born in the Pacific Islands living in multi-storey flats has fallen, as shown in 

Figure 14.9. 
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Figure 14.9 Proportion of migrants born in Pacific Islands living in flats or 
apartments in multi-storey buildings, New Zealand,  

1991 to 2006 
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As in other housing types, the greatest change in housing behaviour occurred among 

migrants born in Asia, with large decreases in the percentage living in flats or apartments 

in multi-storey buildings as they moved from recent migrant to earlier migrant status. 

14.3.1 Recent migrants 

Overall, recent migrant couples were four times more likely to live in flats or apartments in 

multi-storey buildings than NZ-born couples, as shown in Table 14.8. 

Table 14.8 Recent migrant couples living in flats o r apartments in multi-storey 
buildings, New Zealand, (%), 1996 to 2006 

Birthplace 1996 2001 2006
Asia 21.5 15.1 18.2
Australia 10.1 10.6 18.1
Europe & North America 20.1 12.7 17.1
Other 13.0 6.3 11.5
Pacific Islands 28.7 10.7 12.8
UK & Ireland 7.9 5.4 8.2
All migrants 17.6 10.8 14.0
NZ-born couples 2.6 3.2 3.5  

The percentage of recent migrant couples that lived in flats or apartments in multi-storey 

buildings varied from 8.2% for those born in the UK and Ireland, to 18.2% for those born in 

Asia in 2006.  The proportion of recent migrant couples born in the Pacific Islands living in 

flats or apartments in multi-storey buildings has also halved since 1996. 



 

 

129  

Among couples with one recent migrant partner, the proportion living in flats or apartments 

in multi-storey buildings rose from 9.8% in 1996 to 12.1% in 2006. 

The biggest change in this category was among couples with one recent migrant partner 

born in Asia, where rates rose from 9.4% in 1996 to 20.8% in 2006.  Among migrant 

couples, the number of couples with one recent migrant born in the Pacific Islands living in 

flats or apartments in multi-storey buildings decreased from 26.3% in 1996 to 14.6% in 

2006. 

Recent single migrants were three times more likely to live in flats or apartments in multi-

storey buildings than NZ-born singles, as highlighted in Table 14.9. 

Table 14.9  Recent single migrants living in flats or apartments in multi-storey 
buildings, New Zealand, (%), 1996 to 2006 

Birthplace 1996 2001 2006
Asia 19.7 17.4 28.0
Australia 19.3 17.2 27.0
Europe & North America 26.4 19.9 27.5
Other 33.7 15.2 24.3
Pacific Islands 26.7 11.4 17.4
UK & Ireland 18.4 14.8 23.7
All migrants 21.9 16.4 26.0
Single NZ-born 11.3 7.7 8.8  

The proportion of single migrants born in the Pacific Islands living in flats or apartments in 

multi-storey buildings fell from 26.7% in 1996 to 17.4% in 2006.  While the proportion of 

recent single migrants born in the UK and Ireland living in flats or apartments in multi-

storey buildings climbed to 23.7% in 2006. 

14.3.2 Intermediate migrants 

Intermediate migrant couples born in the UK and Ireland were only slightly more likely to 

live in flats or apartments in multi-storey buildings than NZ-born couples.  However, 

intermediate migrant couples born in Asia were three times more likely to have lived in 

flats or apartments in multi-storey buildings, although this number was far lower than that 

for recent migrant couples born in Asia.  These figures are shown in Table 14.10. 
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Table 14.10 Intermediate migrant couples living in flats or apartments in multi-
storey buildings, New Zealand, (%), 1996 to 2006 

Birthplace 1996 2001 2006
Asia 11.1 7.3 12.6
Australia 2.8 4.5 9.1
Europe & North America 3.6 6.0 9.4
Other 7.1 4.2 7.7
Pacific Islands 13.2 8.6 8.6
UK & Ireland 2.7 1.4 4.0
All migrants 9.0 6.2 9.7
NZ-born couples 2.6 3.2 3.5  

Table 14.11 presents the percentage of couples with one intermediate migrant partner 

living in flats or apartments in multi-storey buildings. 

Table 14.11 Couples with one intermediate migrant p artner living in flats or 
apartments in multi-storey buildings, New Zealand, (%),  

1996 to 2006 

Birthplace 1996 2001 2006
Asia 7.5 8.8 13.5
Australia 2.8 3.2 5.7
Europe & North America 4.4 3.5 7.6
Other 7.5 6.5 10.9
Pacific Islands 13.7 7.1 7.3
UK & Ireland 3.8 2.7 4.8
All migrants 4.9 4.0 7.0
NZ-born couples 2.6 3.2 3.5  

The percentage of couples with one intermediate migrant partner living in flats or 

apartments in multi-storey buildings rose from 4.9% in 1996, to 7.0% in 2006.  Leading 

this rise was the increase in couples with one intermediate migrant partner born in Asia 

living in flats or apartments in multi-storey buildings.  This number almost doubled in the 

last 10 years, to 13.5% in 2006.  Couples with one intermediate migrant partner born in 

the Pacific Islands were almost half as likely to be living in flats or apartments in multi-

storey buildings as they were in 1996. 

Among intermediate single migrants, the overall proportion living in flats or apartments in 

multi-storey buildings in 2006 was 17.8%, a third lower than that for recent single 

migrants.  Nevertheless, the proportion of intermediate single migrants living in these 

dwelling types was well above the average for NZ-born singles.  Intermediate single 

migrants born in Asia had the highest rates, at 20.1%. 

14.3.3 Earlier migrants 

The percentage of earlier migrant couples living in flats or apartments in multi-storey 

buildings increased marginally to 4.8% in 2006, from 3.4% in 1996.  An increase in the 
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number of people living in this dwelling type occurred in all groups apart from those born 

in the Pacific Islands. 

While the proportion of couples with one earlier migrant partner climbed from 2.7% to 

4.0% between 1996 and 2006, the latest figure is not very different from the 3.5% 

recorded among NZ-born couples. 

The lowest proportion of couples with one earlier migrant partner living in flats or 

apartments in multi-storey buildings occurred among those born in the UK and Ireland 

(3.5%), which was equal to that of NZ-born couples and slightly less than those born in 

North America and Europe (3.9%).  Those with an earlier migrant partner born in Asia 

recorded the highest rate of occupancy of this dwelling type at 6.0%.  However, this was a 

far lower rate than that for couples with one recent migrant partner born in Asia (20.8%). 

The proportion of earlier single migrants living in flats or apartments in multi-storey 

buildings dropped from 14.4% in 1996 to 9.9% in 2006, as shown in Table 14.12. 

Table 14.12 Earlier single migrants living in flats  or apartments in multi-storey 
buildings, New Zealand, (%), 1996 to 2006 

Birthplace 1996 2001 2006
Asia 12.8 8.6 12.9
Australia 13.4 9.9 10.9
Europe & North America 12.2 8.3 10.1
Other 13.3 9.7 14.5
Pacific Islands 14.5 8.3 10.0
UK & Ireland 15.2 8.5 9.0
All migrants 14.4 8.6 9.9
Single NZ-born 11.3 7.7 8.8  

Leading this change was a fall in the percentage of earlier single migrants born in the 

Pacific Islands, and the UK and Ireland living in flats or apartments in multi-storey 

buildings. 

While 12.9% of earlier single migrants born in Asia lived in flats or apartments in multi-

storey buildings in 2006, this was less than half the portion of recent single migrants born 

in Asia living in flats or apartments in multi-storey buildings. 
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15 Appendix IV: Dwelling type in Auckland 1991 

to 2006 

Key Points  

• Overall, the proportion of people living in houses in Auckland was lower than for New 

Zealand as a whole (69.4% compared to 77.4% in 2006).   

• Migrants born in the Pacific Islands were less likely to live in houses.  However, 

migrants born in the Pacific Islands also had the highest proportion (5.5%) recorded 

in the unknown “other dwelling type” category, which may explain part of this 

discrepancy. 29 

• In a mirror version of the national trend, the percentage of singles living in flats or 

apartments in multi-storey buildings in Auckland declined between 1991 and 2006, 

while the proportion of couples living in these buildings rose.  These observations 

hold for migrant and NZ-born households. 

15.1 Houses 

The proportion of people living in houses in Auckland was higher for NZ-born couples than 

for migrant couples in 2006, as shown in Figure 15.1.  This was always the case, but the 

gap widened significantly over the last 15 years. 

Figure 15.1 Proportion of people living in houses, Auckland, 1991 to 2006 
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29 That is, not in a house or a flat or apartment in a single or multi-storey building. 
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The number of people living in houses in Auckland in 2006 was 69.4%, significantly below 

the national average of 77.4%.  This filters through to all households examined in 

Auckland.  Each of these households had the proportion of people living in houses at least 

4.2 percentage points lower than the national rate in 2006. 

The rates in Auckland among NZ-born couples and singles have remained constant over 

the last 15 years, and in 2006 stood at 85.3% and 62.4% respectively. 

The picture among migrants is quite different, with falling proportions living in houses 

across all three groups – single migrants, couples with one migrant partner, and migrant 

couples – over the 15 years from 1991.  The biggest change was among migrant couples, 

where house rates declined from 80.9% in 1991 to 73.1% in 2006. 

This discrepancy is greatest among migrants born in the Pacific Islands who, even as 

earlier migrants, tended to have rates well below those of the NZ-born population, as 

shown in Figure 15.2.  Although the proportion of migrants born in the Pacific Islands 

living in houses does rise substantially with length of residency, it does not reach the 

same levels as other migrants. 

Figure 15.2 Proportion of migrants born in the Paci fic Islands living in houses, 
Auckland, 2001 30 
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30 Due to confidentiality reasons, Statistics New Zealand has not released data on dwelling type by birthplace 
and years since arrival for the Auckland region for 2006.  Throughout the Auckland section of this report, when 
data is broken down by years since arrival in New Zealand, 2001 figures are used. 
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15.1.1 Recent migrants 

The overall proportion of recent migrant couples in Auckland living in houses dropped to 

58.6% in 2001, almost 25.0 percentage points below the proportion living in houses for 

NZ-born couples in Auckland. 

Table 15.1 Recent migrant couples living in houses,  Auckland, (%) 31 

Birthplace 1996 2001
Asia 67.4 52.2
Australia 74.8 69.9
Europe & North America 54.8 58.7
Other 72.3 69.5
Pacific Islands 57.5 48.9
UK & Ireland 76.9 74.9
All migrants 67.3 58.6
NZ-born couples 86.1 83.1  

The biggest change between 1996 and 2001 occurred in the number of recent migrant 

couples who were born in Asia that lived in houses.  This number decreased from 67.4% 

to 52.2%.  The percentage of recent migrant couples born in the Pacific Islands that lived 

in houses also declined, reaching 48.9% in 2001. 

The situation among couples with one recent migrant partner was similar.  Couples with a 

recent migrant partner born in Asia showed the greatest change in rates, falling to 56%.  

Those born in the Pacific Islands had the lowest rate, at 48.1%.  Overall, 68.5% of couples 

with one recent migrant partner occupied a house in Auckland in 2001. 

Among recent single migrants, the average proportion living in houses was 46.4%, far 

below the 62.4% average for NZ-born singles, as shown in Table 15.2. 

Table 15.2 Recent single migrants living in houses,  Auckland, (%) 

Birthplace 1996 2001
Asia 74.2 47.6
Australia 55.2 48.5
Europe & North America 48.2 37.6
Other 48.6 42.8
Pacific Islands 58.5 45.4
UK & Ireland 56.3 53.9
All migrants 66.0 46.4
Single NZ-born 65.8 60.7  

Of special interest here is the low number of recent single migrants born in Europe and 

North America that lived in a house, at 37.6%, compared with the national average for this 

                                                      
31 Note that in the 1991 Census Statistics New Zealand did not collect information on the length of time migrants 
had been in the country. 
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group of 47.2%.  Substantial drops occurred among migrants born in all regions across 

the census years. 

15.1.2 Intermediate migrants 

By the time migrant couples reached the intermediate migrant category, the proportion 

living in houses in Auckland increased to 71.3%, according to 2001 Census figures.  The 

proportion of intermediate migrant couples who were born in Asia and lived in a house 

was 72.7%, more than 20.0 percentage points higher than for recent migrant couples born 

in Asia.  Meanwhile, rates among intermediate migrant couples born in the UK and Ireland 

were as high, or even higher, than for NZ-born couples in Auckland, at 88.8%. 

Among couples with one intermediate migrant partner, the likelihood of living in a house in 

Auckland was 80.2% in 2001, with those born in the UK and Ireland once again having the 

highest rate, at 85.8%.  Couples with one intermediate migrant partner born in the Pacific 

Islands had the lowest rate, at 65.5%, although this was a substantial change from rates 

among couples with one recent migrant partner born in the Pacific Islands (48.1%).  

Couples with one intermediate migrant partner born in Asia also made significant changes 

in behaviour, with 74.0% occupying houses. 

The overall proportion of intermediate single migrants living in houses stood at 59.4% in 

2001, well below the rate in 1996 (67.3%), but not far below the rate for NZ-born singles 

(60.7%) in Auckland. 

Table 15.3 Intermediate single migrants living in h ouses, Auckland, (%) 

Birthplace 1996 2001
Asia 71.7 63.3
Australia 69.1 60.5
Europe & North America 65.3 56.4
Other 58.4 52.4
Pacific Islands 65.0 51.6
UK & Ireland 66.0 64.3
All migrants 67.3 59.4
Single NZ-born 65.8 60.7  

Within the intermediate single migrant group, those born in the UK and Ireland were most 

likely to live in houses in 2001.  Intermediate single migrants born in Asia experienced the 

biggest change as they moved from recent to intermediate migrant status, up from 47.6% 

to 63.3%.  This rate was also higher than for NZ-born singles. 
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15.1.3 Earlier migrants 

Overall, the proportion of earlier migrant couples living in houses in Auckland was 77.1% 

in 2001, six percentage points below that of NZ-born couples in Auckland. 

The rate was lowest among earlier migrant couples born in the Pacific Islands, at 67.3%, 

and highest among those born in the UK and Ireland (84.0%).  Earlier migrant couples 

born in Asia had a rate 23.6 percentage points higher than for recent migrant couples born 

in Asia.  Nevertheless, the proportion of all earlier migrant couples living in houses 

dropped across census periods. 

Among couples with one earlier migrant partner, the situation is slightly different.  Overall, 

these couples are more likely to live in houses than NZ-born couples, as shown in Figure 

15.3.  However, this masks the variations evident when we examine birthplace. 

Figure 15.3 Couples with one earlier migrant partne r living in houses, Auckland, 
2001 
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Most groups have rates approaching that of NZ-born couples, but couples with an earlier 

migrant partner born in the Pacific Islands had a rate of 77.8%.  Although this rate is far 

higher than the 48.1% seen among couples with one recent migrant partner born in the 

Pacific Islands, compared with other groups it is low. 

In the earlier single migrant category, migrants born in Asia are the only sub-group to 

have a rate higher than that of NZ-born singles.  Behaviour among single migrants born in 

Asia changes most as they move from recent to earlier status, with home ownership rates 

rising 18.3 percentage points, to 65.9%. 
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It is interesting to note that the percentage of single migrants born in the UK and Ireland 

who live in houses drops as they move from the intermediate to the earlier migrant 

category.  While intermediate single migrants born in the UK and Ireland have rates higher 

than for NZ-born singles (64.3% compared with 62.4%), in the earlier migrant category the 

figure for single migrants born in the UK and Ireland was 59.3%, below the average for 

NZ-born singles in Auckland. 

15.2 Flats or apartments in single-storey buildings   

Figure 15.4 shows the percentage of people living in flats or apartments in single-storey 

buildings between 1991 and 2006. 

Figure 15.4 Proportion of people living in flats or  apartments in single-storey 
buildings, Auckland, 1991 to 2006 
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In Auckland, 12.1% of all households lived in flats or apartments in single-storey buildings 

between 1991 and 2006.  This includes 5.6% of all NZ-born couples and 17.8% of all NZ-

born singles living in the region. 

Migrant couples in Auckland were far more likely to live in flats or apartments in single-

storey buildings than NZ-born couples, with 12.9% of all migrant couples living in these 

dwellings.  This gap widens in the intermediate years, as the fraction of NZ-born couples 

living in flats or apartments in single-storey buildings in Auckland falls, and the proportion 

of migrant couples living in these dwellings rises. 

By contrast, the percentage of single migrants living in flats or apartments in single-storey 

buildings was very similar to that of NZ-born singles, at 19% versus 17.8%.  This indicates 

that the choice of living in a flat or apartment in a single-storey building is linked more to 

single status than birthplace. 
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Among couples with one migrant partner, the proportion living in flats or apartments in 

single-storey buildings was 7.0%, similar to that of NZ-born couples at 5.6%.  Migrant 

couples were twice as likely to live in flats or apartments in single-storey buildings as NZ-

born couples, but the differences between NZ-born singles and single migrants was 

smaller.  Intermediate and earlier single migrants were less likely to occupy flats or 

apartments in single-storey buildings than NZ-born singles. 

The biggest overall change in housing behaviour between 1991 and 2006 occurred 

among migrants born in Asia, with a higher percentage living in flats or apartments in 

single-storey buildings than previously, as shown in Figure 15.5. 

Figure 15.5 Proportion of migrants born in Asia liv ing in flats or apartments in 
single-storey buildings, Auckland, 1991 to 2006 
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15.2.1 Recent migrants 

The percentage of recent migrants living in flats or apartments in single-storey buildings 

significantly increased between 1991 and 2006, particularly in the migrant couples and 

single migrant categories.  At the 2001 Census, 18.0% of recent migrant couples lived in 

flats or apartments in single-storey buildings, up from 11.9% in 1996. 

This change was led largely by changes in housing behaviour among migrants born in 

Asia.  The portion of recent migrant couples born in Asia living in flats or apartments in 

single-storey buildings in Auckland more than doubled between 1996 and 2001. 

There were also substantial rises in the percentage of recent migrant couples born in the 

Pacific Islands living in flats or apartments in single-storey buildings. 
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Within the recent single migrant category, the percentage of people living in flats or 

apartments in single-storey buildings increased. 

Table 15.4 Recent single migrants living in flats o r apartments in  

single-storey buildings, Auckland, (%) 

Birthplace 1996 2001
Asia 8.1 19.4
Australia 15.6 16.8
Europe & North America 13.5 23.7
Other 19.0 26.3
Pacific Islands 14.6 17.2
UK & Ireland 16.4 17.1
All migrants 11.1 20.2
Single NZ-born 15.5 15.7  

Rates rose by between 0.7% for recent single migrants born in the UK and Ireland, and 

11.3% for those born in Asia between the 1996 and 2001 Census. 

15.2.2 Intermediate migrants 

On average, 11.0% of intermediate migrant couples lived in flats or apartments in single-

storey buildings in Auckland in 2001.  Among intermediate migrant couples, those born in 

the UK and Ireland were least likely to live in flats or apartments in single-storey buildings 

(7.0%), while those born in Europe and North America were most likely.  The percentage 

of intermediate migrant couples born in Asia living in flats or apartments in single-storey 

buildings halved with many moving from recent to intermediate migrant status. 

By comparison, 9.2% of couples with one intermediate migrant partner lived in flats or 

apartments in single-storey buildings.  The biggest increase in the number of couples with 

one intermediate migrant partner living in flats or apartments in single-storey buildings 

occurred among migrants born in the Pacific Islands, with rates jumping from 11.5% in 

1996 to 17.9% in 2001.  Once again, the percentage of couples with one partner born in 

Asia living in flats or apartments in single-storey buildings more than halved as the status 

of the migrant partner born in Asia changed from recent to intermediate. 

Interestingly, by the time single migrants reached the intermediate migrant stage, all 

groups except those born in “Other” countries were less likely to live in flats or apartments 

in single-storey buildings than NZ-born singles, as shown in Figure 15.6. 
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Figure 15.6 Intermediate single migrants living in flats or buildings in single-storey 
buildings, Auckland, 2001 
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15.2.3 Earlier migrants 

The percentage of migrant couples living in flats or apartments in single-storey buildings 

fell to 8.6% by the time they reached the earlier migrant stage. 

Looking at birthplace, the story is as before, with the portion of earlier migrant couples 

born in Asia living in flats or apartments in single-storey buildings having almost doubled 

between 1996 and 2001, but falling significantly as migrant couples moved from recent to 

earlier migrant status. 

A similar drop in rates was experienced among couples with one earlier migrant partner, 

declining to 7.3% in 2001. 
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Figure 15.7 Couples with one earlier migrant partne r living in flats or apartments in 
single-storey buildings, Auckland, 2001 

0

2

4

6

8

10

Asia Australia Europe &
North

America

Other Pacific
Islands

UK &
Ireland

All
migrants

NZ-born
couples

Migrant birthplace

%

 

Among couples with one earlier migrant partner, the proportion living in flats or apartments 

in single-storey buildings varied between 6.7% and 8.3%, but the overall rate was lower 

than that for NZ-born couples. 

Within the earlier single migrant category, the percentage living in flats or apartments in 

single-storey buildings actually rose slightly compared to the rate for intermediate single 

migrants in 2001, reaching 15.7%.  This figure was the same for NZ-born singles. 

By the time they reached earlier migrant status, single migrants in Auckland were less 

likely to live in flats or apartments in single-storey buildings than NZ-born singles. 

15.3 Flats or apartments in multi-storey buildings  

Figure 15.8 shows the overall proportions of various groups in Auckland living in flats or 

apartments in multi-storey buildings between 1991 and 2006. 
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Figure 15.8 Proportion of people living in flats or  apartments in  

multi-storey buildings, Auckland, 1991 to 2006 
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As was the case for flats or apartments in single-storey buildings, 12.1% of Auckland 

households lived in flats or apartments in multi-storey buildings in 2006.  This percentage 

has stayed constant for the last 15 years. 

Nevertheless, within categories there have been significant changes during this time.  The 

proportion of NZ-born couples living in flats or apartments in multi-storey buildings rose 

from 5.6% to 8.0%.  Similarly, the portion of migrant couples living in flats or apartments in 

multi-storey buildings rose from 8.9% to 11.5%, while that for couples with one migrant 

partner grew to 10.0%. 

Meanwhile, the portion of migrant and NZ-born singles living in flats or apartments in 

multi-storey buildings has grown by 3.7 percentage points in the case of single migrants, 

and 4.1 percentage points in the case of NZ-born singles. 

The choice of living in a flat or apartment in a multi-storey building appears to be more 

related to household composition than birthplace.  Singles are more likely to live in a flat 

or apartment in a multi-storey building. 

While housing behaviour among migrants varied between 1991 and 2006, migrants in 

Auckland who were born in the Pacific Islands experienced the biggest decline in the 

proportion living in flats or apartments in multi-storey buildings, as highlighted in Figure 

15.9. 
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Figure 15.9  Proportion of migrants born in the Pac ific Islands living in flats or 
apartments in multi-storey buildings, Auckland, 199 1 to 2006 
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This decrease was evident among migrant couples born in the Pacific Islands, couples 

with one migrant partner born in the Pacific Islands, and among single migrants born in 

the Pacific Islands.  The latter group was most noticeable in that its rate, at 10.2% in 2006, 

was well below that for NZ-born singles, at 15.6%. 

15.3.1 Recent migrants 

Among recent migrant couples in Auckland, those born in the “Other” and the UK and 

Ireland birthplace categories were least likely to live in flats or apartments in multi-storey 

buildings, while those born in Europe and North America were most likely. 

Table 15.5 Recent migrant couples living in flats o r apartments in  

multi-storey buildings, Auckland, (%) 

Birthplace 1996 2001
Asia 21.4 15.6
Australia 13.5 15.9
Europe & North America 28.4 16.2
Other 12.2 7.2
Pacific Islands 27.4 10.2
UK & Ireland 11.0 9.5
All migrants 20.0 12.5
NZ-born couples 5.6 5.4  

Couples with one recent migrant partner had a 12.4% likelihood of living in a flat or 

apartment in a multi-storey building, well above the rate for NZ-born couples. 
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The proportion of recent single migrants living in flats or apartments in multi-storey 

buildings was higher than for NZ-born singles, with the exception of those born in the 

Pacific Islands. 

15.3.2 Intermediate migrants 

By the time they reached the intermediate migrant category, the proportion of migrant 

couples living in flats or apartments in multi-storey buildings was under 10%.  Those born 

in the UK and Ireland tended to have rates below that of NZ-born couples. 

Table 15.6 Intermediate migrant couples living in f lats or apartments in multi-storey 
buildings, Auckland, (%) 

Birthplace 1996 2001
Asia 12.5 7.5
Australia 3.9 5.9
Europe & North America 8.0 8.9
Other 7.6 4.5
Pacific Islands 13.5 8.6
UK & Ireland 4.3 2.3
All migrants 11.3 7.2
NZ-born couples 5.6 5.4  

Among couples with one intermediate migrant partner, those born in the UK and Ireland 

had the lowest rates, below that of NZ-born couples.  The overall proportion of people 

living in flats or apartments in multi-storey buildings in this category was similar to that of 

NZ-born couples, at 5.7% for couples with one intermediate migrant couple, compared 

with 5.4% for NZ-born couples. 

The proportion of intermediate single migrants living in flats or apartments in multi-storey 

buildings was similar to that of NZ-born single households in Auckland overall, as shown 

in Figure 15.10. 
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Figure 15.10 Intermediate single migrants living in  flats or apartments in multi-
storey buildings, Auckland, 2001 
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Nevertheless, there was significant variation across the intermediate single migrant 

groups, with those born in Australia, and Europe and North America tending to live in flats 

or apartments in multi-storey buildings. 

15.3.3 Earlier migrants 

The proportion of earlier migrant couples living in flats or apartments in multi-storey 

buildings tended to be lower than or roughly equal to the proportions for NZ-born couples.  

These proportions were less than half of those for recent migrant couples. 

Little change occurred among couples with one earlier migrant partner across the census 

years.  These couples were as likely to live in flats or apartments in multi-storey buildings 

as NZ-born couples, but had lower rates overall, as shown in Figure 15.11. 
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Figure 15.11 Couples with one earlier migrant partn er living in flats or apartments in 
multi-storey buildings, Auckland, 2001 
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The proportion of earlier single migrants living in flats or apartments in multi-storey 

buildings decreased between 1991 and 2006.  This proportions was generally lower than 

or equal to those of NZ-born singles, with the lowest rates among earlier single migrants 

born in the Pacific Islands. 
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16 Appendix V: Occupants per household to 2006 

Key points  

• Overcrowding is not a major problem in New Zealand, and the number of occupants 

per household is shrinking.  Less than 0.03% of households (one in 3,900 

households) in New Zealand had five or more people living in a one bedroom home in 

2006, and less than 0.2% of households (one in 500) had three or four people living 

in a one bedroom home in 2006. 

• While migrant households have a higher number of occupants per household overall, 

these numbers become more similar to NZ-born households as their length of 

residency increases. 

• In general, single people were less likely to live in homes with five or more occupants. 

• Migrant households where the occupants were born in the Pacific Islands recorded 

the highest number of occupants per bedroom compared to other migrant 

households. 

The following four tables provide background for the analysis that follows. 

Table 16.1 Migrant couples by household structure, New Zealand, 2006 

Bedrooms 1 to 2 3 to 4 5 or more Total
One bedroom home 4,308 888 69 5,262 3.7
Two or three bedroom home 35,370 37,770 14,760 87,900 62.5
Four or more bedroom home 9,846 20,055 15,888 45,783 32.5
Other 480 621 636 1,734 1.2
ALL 49,998 59,322 31,362 140,691 100.0
% of all migrant couples 35.5 42.2 22.3 100.0

% of all migrant 
couples

Households by number of occupants

 

Most migrant couples (62.5%) lived in two or three bedroom homes in 2006.  A large 

portion of migrant couple households had three or four occupants (42.2%).  A total of 

37,770 migrant couples (26.8%) lived in two or three bedroom homes with three or four 

occupants, while 25.1% lived in two or three bedroom homes with two occupants. 

Table 16.2 NZ-born couples by household structure, New Zealand, 2006 

Bedrooms 1 to 2 3 to 4 5 or more Total
One bedroom home 7,470 732 156 8,358 1.7
Two or three bedroom home 163,920 115,614 25,470 305,004 61.2
Four or more bedroom home 54,969 78,780 47,373 181,128 36.4
Other 1,800 1,134 612 3,546 0.7
ALL 228,162 196,263 73,608 498,033 100.0
% of all NZ-born couples 45.8 39.4 14.8 100.0

Households by number of occupants % of all NZ-born 
couples
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Most NZ-born couples (61.2%) lived in two or three bedroom homes in 2006.  A large 

portion of NZ-born couple households had two occupants (45.8%).  A total of 163,920 NZ-

born couples (32.9%) lived in two or three bedroom homes with two occupants. 

The main difference between NZ-born couples and migrant couples in terms of household 

structure was that migrant couples were more likely to have more occupants in their 

homes. 

Table 16.3 Single migrants by household structure, New Zealand, 2006 

Bedrooms 1 to 2 3 to 4 5 or more Total
One bedroom home 14,787 261 27 15,081 12.4
Two or three bedroom home 59,865 16,758 4,002 80,625 66.1
Four or more bedroom home 8,712 8,214 4,683 21,600 17.7
Other 3,162 972 585 4,710 3.9
ALL 86,529 26,196 9,297 122,022 100.0
% of all single migrants 70.9 21.5 7.6 100.0

Households by number of occupants % of all single 
migrants

 

Most single migrants lived in two or three bedroom homes (66.1%).  A large majority of 

single migrants lived on their own or with one other person (70.9%).  Almost half of all 

single migrants lived in two or three bedroom homes with one or two occupants. 

Table 16.4 NZ-born singles by household structure, New Zealand, 2006 

Bedrooms 1 to 2 3 to 4 5 or more Total
One bedroom home 42,099 492 66 42,657 9.5
Two or three bedroom home 250,617 59,682 9,774 320,076 71.1
Four or more bedroom home 34,449 27,657 12,222 74,331 16.5
Other 10,218 1,995 831 13,044 2.9
ALL 337,389 89,829 22,893 450,108 100.0
% of all NZ-born singles 75.0 20.0 5.1 100.0

Households by number of occupants % of all NZ-born 
singles

 

Three quarters of NZ-born singles lived alone or with one other person.  A significant 

majority lived in two or three bedroom homes (71.1%).  The largest group of NZ-born 

singles were those who lived alone or with one other person in a two or three bedroom 

home (55.7%). 

Housing behaviour among single migrants and NZ-born singles was very similar, with just 

a few percentage points difference. 

All remaining percentage numbers in this and the following section are to be interpreted 

as proportions of one or other of the four household groups listed in Table 16.1 to Table 

16.4 above. 
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16.1 One bedroom homes 

Very small numbers of households in New Zealand had five or more occupants living in 

one bedroom homes.  Larger, but still relatively small, proportions of people lived in one 

bedroom homes with three or four occupants (less than 0.2%). 

16.1.1 Five or more occupants 

Overall, just 327 (one in 3,910) households in New Zealand lived in one bedroom homes 

with five or more occupants in 2006.  Table 16.5 shows the total number of households 

living in one bedroom homes with five or more occupants. 

Table 16.5 One bedroom homes with five or more occu pants,  

New Zealand, (total), 1991 to 2006 

Household type 1991 1996 2001 2006
Migrant couple 84 90 63 69
NZ-born and migrant 21 27 9 9
NZ-born couple 222 270 114 156
Single migrant 24 39 36 27
Single NZ-born 90 126 75 66
ALL 441 552 297 327
% of all households 0.04 0.05 0.02 0.03  

The figures were very low across all household types; among NZ-born couples, it was 156 

(one in 3,190), while for NZ-born singles it was 66 (one in 6,820). 

Among migrants, the proportion of households with five or more people ranged between 

one in 2,040 for migrant couples (total of 69) and one in 5,250 for couples with one 

migrant partner (total of 9). 

Looking at birthplaces, rates varied between one in 865 households among migrant 

couples born in the Pacific Islands and one in 11,700 households for couples with one 

partner born in the UK or Ireland.  Few categories of migrants had one bedroom homes 

with five or more occupants. 

At a more detailed level, such as length of residency, numbers become so small as to be 

stochastic, meaning figures are likely to be misleading. 

16.1.2 Three or four occupants 

One in 511 households (total of 2,472) consisted of three or four people living in a one 

bedroom home in New Zealand in 2006, compared with one in 345 in 1991 (total of 

3,048).  Table 16.6 shows the total number of households living in one bedroom homes 

with three or four occupants. 
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Table 16.6 One bedroom homes with three or four occ upants, New Zealand, (total), 
1991 to 2006 

Household type 1991 1996 2001 2006
Migrant couple 597 744 537 888
NZ-born and migrant 156 138 87 99
NZ-born couple 1,308 1,119 732 732
Single migrant 231 249 264 261
Single NZ-born 756 738 546 492
ALL 3,048 2,988 2,166 2,472
% of all households 0.29 0.26 0.18 0.20  

Among NZ-born couples, the rate was one in 680 households, while among NZ-born 

singles the figure was one in 915. 

Migrants were more likely to live in one bedroom homes with three or four occupants.  

One in 158 migrant couples lived in such households, as did one in 468 single migrants.  

The figure for couples with one migrant partner was close to the average for New 

Zealand, at one in 508. 

Looking at birthplaces, migrant couples born in the Pacific Islands had a one in 78 chance 

of living in a one bedroom home with three or more occupants.  Couples with one partner 

born in the Pacific Islands had a one in 240 chance of living in a one bedroom home with 

three or more occupants.  In contrast, single migrants born in Asia had a one in 208 

chance. 

Overall, 1.4% of recent migrant couples lived in one bedroom homes housing three or four 

people in 2006.  Among recent migrant couples born in Asia, the portion was 2.4%.  The 

proportions were also relatively high among couples with one recent migrant partner born 

in Asia (1.9%), and among recent single migrants born in Asia (0.8%).   

Recent migrants born in the Pacific Islands had high rates across all categories, from 

2.4% among couples with one recent migrant partner to 1.1% among recent single 

migrants born in the Pacific Islands. 

By the time migrants reached the intermediate migrant stage, the proportion of people 

living in one bedroom homes with three to four occupants dropped significantly.  The 

highest rate was among couples with one partner born in the Pacific Islands, at 1.8%.  

The rate was also highest for migrants born in the Pacific Islands in the intermediate 

migrant couple category (0.7%) and the intermediate single migrant category (0.5%). 

At the earlier migrant stage, the overall rate for migrant couples living in one bedroom 

homes with three to four occupants (one in 621) was very similar to that of NZ-born 

couples (one in 680).  For couples with one earlier migrant partner this was lower than for 



 

 

151  

NZ-born couples, at one in 1,120.  Similarly, for earlier single migrants, the figure was far 

lower than for NZ-born singles (one in 1,600). 

16.2 Two or three bedroom homes 

Migrants and NZ-born residents were more likely to live in two or three bedroom homes 

with five or more occupants than one bedroom homes.  Similarly, a far larger portion of 

households of all types lived in two or three bedroom homes with three or four occupants. 

16.2.1 Five or more occupants 

Overall, 4.4% of households in New Zealand had five or more occupants living in two or 

three bedrooms in 2006.  This figure was a large drop from the 7.1% seen in 1991.  Table 

16.7 shows the proportions of people living in two or three bedroom homes with five or 

more occupants. 

Table 16.7 Two or three bedroom homes with five or more occupants, New Zealand, 
(%), 1991 to 2006 

Household type 1991 1996 2001 2006
Migrant couple 13.4 12.4 12.0 10.5
NZ-born and migrant 8.1 6.5 5.2 4.4
NZ-born couple 9.8 7.4 6.1 5.1
Single migrant 3.6 4.1 3.6 3.3
Single NZ-born 2.9 2.7 2.2 2.2
ALL 7.1 5.7 4.7 4.4
Total households 77,184 65,766 58,005 56,484  

This figure varied from 2.2% for NZ-born singles to 10.5% for migrant couples.  In other 

words, migrant couples were five times more likely to live in a two to three bedroom home 

with five or more occupants than a NZ-born single. 

Couples with one migrant partner were less likely to live in such a household than NZ-

born couples, with a rate of 4.4% versus 5.1%.  Among single migrants, 3.3% lived in two 

or three bedroom homes with five or more occupants. 

Looking at birthplace, 29.7% of couples born in the Pacific Islands lived in two or three 

bedroom homes with five or more occupants, although this figure dropped significantly 

across the census years from 40.2% in 1991.  Migrants born in the Pacific Islands also 

had the highest rates in the two other categories – couples with one migrant partner 

(16.0%), and single migrants (14.1%). 

Among recent, intermediate and earlier migrants, the trends were almost identical, with 

migrants born in the UK and Ireland least likely to live in two or three bedroom homes with 
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five or more occupants in each migrant category, and those born in the Pacific Islands 

most likely to do so. 

16.2.2 Three or four occupants 

Overall, 19.0% of households in New Zealand had three or four occupants living in two or 

three bedroom homes in 2006, compared with 25.0% in 1991.  Table 16.8 shows the 

proportions of people living in two or three bedroom homes with three or four occupants. 

Table 16.8 Two or three bedroom homes with three or  four occupants, New Zealand, 
(%), 1991 to 2006 

Household type 1991 1996 2001 2006
Migrant couple 28.1 27.2 26.5 26.8
NZ-born and migrant 31.6 28.5 25.7 23.7
NZ-born couple 31.2 27.5 25.4 23.2
Single migrant 14.3 14.5 13.6 13.7
Single NZ-born 17.5 16.4 13.9 13.3
ALL 25.0 22.2 19.5 19.0
Total households 272,238 256,956 241,503 244,230  

This rate varied between 13.3% for NZ-born singles to 26.8% for migrant couples.  The 

figure was only slightly higher for single migrants than for NZ-born singles, at 13.7%.  The 

picture was similar for couples with one migrant partner, at 23.7%, compared to NZ-born 

couples at 23.2%. 

Among migrant couples, those from the “Other” birthplace category were most likely to live 

in this type of household (35.8%).  They were closely followed by migrant couples born in 

Asia (35.7%). 

Couples with migrant partners born in the Pacific Islands and single migrants born in the 

Pacific Islands had proportions of 27.0% and 23.3% respectively, the highest in these 

categories. 

The highest proportions of migrants living in two or three bedroom homes with three or 

four occupants in the recent migrant couple (44.8%) and recent single migrant (27.8%) 

categories were among migrants born in Asia.  Couples with one recent migrant partner 

born in the Pacific Islands had the highest proportion in this household structure, at 

31.7%. 

Among intermediate migrants, migrant couples born in Asia were most likely to live in two 

or three bedroom homes with three or four occupants, with a rate of 33.2%.  Those born in 

the Pacific Islands had the highest rates among couples with one intermediate migrant 

partner and among intermediate single migrants, at 34.5% and 28.6% respectively. 
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The picture was identical for earlier migrants, with earlier migrant couples born in Asia 

most likely to live in two or three bedroom homes with three or four occupants.  Couples 

with one earlier migrant partner born in the Pacific Islands and earlier single migrants born 

in the Pacific Islands were most likely to live in this household configuration. 

Earlier migrant couples were far less likely to live in two or three bedroom homes with 

three or four occupants than NZ-born couples, as indicated in Figure 16.1. 

Figure 16.1 Earlier migrant couples living in two o r three bedroom homes with three 
or four occupants, New Zealand, 2001 
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17 Appendix VI: Occupants in Auckland to 2006 

Key points  

• Households in Auckland had a higher number of occupants per bedroom than New 

Zealand as a whole.  Although, the number of occupants per household is shrinking. 

• Migrant households where the occupants were born in Asia and the Pacific Islands 

were more likely to live in one bedroom homes with five or more occupants. 

• Migrant households where the occupants were born in the Pacific Islands had higher 

proportions living in two or three bedroom homes with five or more occupants than 

other migrant groups across the 1991 to 2006 period, as well as across all migrant 

categories and all periods since arrival. 

The following four tables provide background for the analysis that follows. 

Table 17.1 Migrant couples by household structure, Auckland, 2001 32 

Bedrooms 1 to 2 3 to 4 5 or more Total
One bedroom home 1,182 372 45 1,596 3.2
Two or three bedroom home 9,282 15,477 8,316 33,072 65.3
Four or more bedroom home 2,115 6,582 6,363 15,054 29.7
Other 171 351 405 927 1.8
ALL 12,747 22,779 15,129 50,655 100.0
% of all migrant couples 25.2 45.0 29.9 100.0

Households by number of occupants % of all migrant 
couples

 

Most migrant couples in Auckland (65.3%) lived in two or three bedroom homes in 2001.  

A large portion of migrant couple households had three or four occupants (45.0%).  A total 

of 15,477 migrant couple households (30.7%) lived in two or three bedroom homes with 

three or four occupants.  These figures are generally in line with national trends. 

Table 17.2 NZ-born couples by household structure, Auckland, 2001 

Bedrooms 1 to 2 3 to 4 5 or more Total
One bedroom home 1,749 144 15 1,908 2.3
Two or three bedroom home 24,771 22,212 4,686 51,672 62.8
Four or more bedroom home 5,826 13,266 9,087 28,182 34.3
Other 225 192 96 513 0.6
ALL 32,571 35,817 13,884 82,275 100.0
% of all NZ-born couples 39.6 43.5 16.9 100.0

Households by number of occupants % of all NZ-born 
couples

 

Most NZ-born couples in Auckland (62.8%) lived in two or three bedroom homes in 2001.  

A large portion of NZ-born couple households had three or four occupants (43.5%), 

                                                      
32  For confidentiality reasons, Statistics New Zealand has not released data for Auckland from the 2006 Census. 
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although similar numbers (39.6%) lived only with their partners.  A total of 24,771 NZ-born 

couples (30.1%) lived in two or three bedroom homes with two occupants.  Again, these 

figures are generally in line with national trends. 

However, in Auckland NZ-born couples were far more likely to live in homes with just their 

partner, and were far less likely to live in homes with five or more occupants.  In turn, 

migrant couples were almost twice as likely to live in five-occupant households as NZ-

born couples (29.9% compared to 16.9%). 

Table 17.3 Single migrants by household structure, Auckland, 2001 

Bedrooms 1 to 2 3 to 4 5 or more Total
One bedroom home 5,172 174 24 5,379 10.9
Two or three bedroom home 20,094 8,763 2,985 31,845 64.8
Four or more bedroom home 2,895 3,906 2,784 9,597 19.5
Other 1,392 543 405 2,337 4.8
ALL 29,568 13,377 6,213 49,149 100.0
% of all single migrants 60.2 27.2 12.6 100.0

Households by number of occupants % of all single 
migrants

 

Most single migrants (64.8%) in Auckland lived in two or three bedroom homes in 2001.  

The majority of single migrants lived on their own or with one other person (60.2%).  Two 

out of five single migrants lived in two or three bedroom homes with one or two occupants.  

Single migrants in Auckland were significantly more likely to have more than one other 

occupant in their home than single migrants in the rest of New Zealand, at 39.8% 

compared with 29.1%. 

Table 17.4 NZ-born singles by household structure, Auckland, 2001 

Bedrooms 1 to 2 3 to 4 5 or more Total
One bedroom home 9,513 129 21 9,663 9.7
Two or three bedroom home 50,940 15,180 2,862 68,985 69.5
Four or more bedroom home 6,168 7,257 3,894 17,322 17.5
Other 2,436 543 249 3,231 3.3
ALL 69,063 23,109 7,026 99,198 100.0
% of all NZ-born singles 69.6 23.3 7.1 100.0

% of all NZ-born 
singles

Households by number of occupants

 

Two thirds of NZ-born singles in Auckland lived alone or with one other person in 2001.  A 

similar proportion lived in two or three bedroom homes.  More than half (50,940) of NZ-

born singles lived alone or with one other person in a two or three bedroom home. 

There was a noticeable difference in household structures between single migrants and 

NZ-born singles, as single migrants are less likely to live alone or with one other person.  

Nevertheless, the size of the house lived in by single migrants was similar to that of NZ-

born singles, indicating a larger number of occupants per household. 
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17.1 One bedroom homes 

Although rates were higher than for New Zealand as a whole, the portion of people living 

in one bedroom homes with five or more occupants, or three to four occupants, was small 

in Auckland.  This number ranged from one in 136 to one in 6,290 across all migrant 

categories. 

17.1.1 Five or more occupants 

In Auckland, as in New Zealand as a whole, very few people occupied one bedroom 

homes in which five or more people lived.  Table 17.5 shows the total number of 

households living in one bedroom homes with five or more occupants. 

Table 17.5 One bedroom homes with five or more occu pants, Auckland, (total), 1991 
to 2001 

Household type 1991 1996 2001
Migrant couple 60 63 45
NZ-born and migrant 6 6 3
NZ-born couple 27 33 15
Single migrant 15 18 24
Single NZ-born 9 30 21
ALL 117 150 108
% of all households 0.05 0.06 0.03  

The overall rate for Auckland was one in 3,020 households in 2001 (108 households, or 

0.03%).33  This rate was as low as one household in 6,290 for couples with one migrant 

partner, and one in 5,490 for NZ-born couples. 

The group most likely to live in a one bedroom home with five or more occupants was 

migrant couples, but even then, the rate was one in 1,130 (total of 45). 

The highest rate was among couples with one migrant partner born in Asia, where one in 

335 households lived in one bedroom homes with five or more occupants. 

Among recent migrants, those born in the Pacific Islands were more likely to live in this 

household structure.  In the intermediate migrant category, 1.0% of couples with one 

intermediate migrant partner born in Asia lived in one bedroom homes with five or more 

occupants.  Earlier migrants were unlikely to live in one bedroom homes with five or more 

occupants, with rates between one in 500 and one in 2,800 households. 

                                                      
33 For confidentiality reasons, Statistics New Zealand has not released data by country of origin for Auckland 
from the 2006 Census. 
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17.1.2 Three or four occupants 

A small fraction of households (855 households) in Auckland lived in one bedroom homes 

with three or four occupants as of the 2001 Census.  Table 17.6 shows the total number of 

households living in one bedroom homes with three or four occupants. 

Table 17.6 One bedroom homes with three or four occ upants, Auckland, (total), 
1991 to 2001 

Household type 1991 1996 2001
Migrant couple 387 489 372
NZ-born and migrant 48 54 36
NZ-born couple 243 207 144
Single migrant 129 150 174
Single NZ-born 150 138 129
ALL 957 1,038 855
% of all households 0.39 0.38 0.28  

The proportion varied from one household in 136 among migrant couples, to one in 769 

for NZ-born singles.  The overall rate was one household in 361 (0.28%).  Although these 

rates were still relatively low, they were around 1.5 times higher than the rates for New 

Zealand as a whole. 

Migrant couples born in Asia were more likely to live in one bedroom homes with three or 

four occupants, with a rate of 1.4%.  Single migrants born in this region were also more 

likely to live in this household structure, with a rate of 0.8%. 

Among recent migrant couples, 2.3% of those born in Asia lived in one bedroom homes 

with three or four occupants.  This figure is 11 times higher than the migrant group least 

likely to live in this household structure – migrant couples born in the UK and Ireland. 

Similarly, couples with one intermediate migrant partner born in Asia and intermediate 

single migrants born in Asia were more likely to live in one bedroom homes with three or 

four occupants. 

Earlier migrants born in the Pacific Islands had relatively high rates, particularly in the 

couple with one migrant partner and single migrant categories, compared to other migrant 

groups. 

17.2 Two or three bedroom homes 

Households with five or more occupants or with three to four occupants were far more 

likely to occupy two or three bedroom homes than one bedroom homes in Auckland. 
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17.2.1 Five or more occupants 

As of the 2001 Census, 6.5% of people in Auckland lived in two or three bedroom homes 

with five or more occupants, although this proportion dropped between 1991 and 2001.  

Table 17.7 shows the proportions of people living in two or three bedroom homes with five 

or more occupants. 

Table 17.7 Two or three bedroom homes with five or more occupants, Auckland, 
(%), 1991 to 2001 

Household type 1991 1996 2001
Migrant couple 18.8 17.5 16.4
NZ-born and migrant 8.2 7.1 6.1
NZ-born couple 8.4 7.1 5.7
Single migrant 6.1 6.9 6.1
Single NZ-born 3.0 3.2 2.9
ALL 7.9 7.3 6.5
Total households 20,028 20,049 19,746  

Migrant couples were almost three times as likely to live in two or three bedroom homes 

with five or more occupants as NZ-born couples.  The lowest rates were among NZ-born 

singles, with only 2.9% living in this type of household. 

The highest proportion of migrants living in two or three bedroom homes with five or more 

occupants in Auckland occurred among migrants born in the Pacific Islands.  This was 

true for all household types, across all census years and across all periods since arrival.  

Migrants born in the Pacific Islands were between two and four times more likely to live in 

two or three bedroom homes with five or more occupants than the average rate. 

17.2.2 Three or four occupants 

The proportion of people living in two or three bedroom homes with three or four 

occupants fell from 26.1% in 1991 to 21.8% in 2001, as shown in Table 17.8. 

Table 17.8 Two or three bedroom homes with three or  four occupants, (%),  

1991 to 2001 

Household type 1991 1996 2001
Migrant couple 30.5 31.0 30.6
NZ-born and migrant 33.6 31.5 27.9
NZ-born couple 32.7 30.1 27.0
Single migrant 17.4 18.2 17.8
Single NZ-born 18.1 17.7 15.3
ALL 26.1 24.4 21.8
Total households 65,856 66,336 66,189  
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The portions of NZ-born couples, couples with one migrant partner, and migrant couples 

living in two or three bedroom homes with three or four occupants were fairly similar, at 

between 27.0% and 30.6% in 2001. 

The lowest rate was among NZ-born singles, who did not have a rate much different than 

that of single migrants.  Migrants born in Asia were most likely to live in two or three 

bedroom homes with three or four occupants.  While among intermediate and earlier 

migrants, it was difficult to pinpoint a general pattern. 
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18 Appendix VII: 2016 scenario parameters 

Table 18.1 Parameters for generating scenario I 

# unit
1991

1991 to 
1996

1996
1996 to 

2001
2001 2006

1991 to 
2001

2006 to 
2016

2016

1
% of base popn 2.50 2.51 2.50 2.50

memo: annual average net inflow 16,862 18,132 17,497 20,523

2
% of base popn 1.07 1.18 1.13 1.13

3
% 80.84 90.17 85.50 85.00

4
% 78.31 74.06 76.18 76.00

5

i) proportion residing in OB 
couple hhd % 35.11 33.57 31.59 35.66 33.42 33.50 33.00

ii) proportion residing in NZB-
OB couple hhd % 24.20 22.17 19.20 17.95 21.86 22.00 23.00

iii) proportion residing in 
unidentified hhd % 23.00 27.33 30.32 30.92 26.88 27.00 26.00

6

i) proportion residing in NZB 
couple hhhd % 46.18 46.30 43.06 44.78 45.18 42.25 41.50

ii) proportion residing in 
unidentified hhd % 29.64 28.25 28.48 28.62 28.79 28.80 28.80

For OB WAP:

For NZB WAP:

inter-census change in the OB 
population

inter-census change in the NZB 
population

proportion of inter-census change in 
OB popn accounted for by change in 
OB WAP

proportion of inter-census change in 
NZB popn accounted for by change 
in NZB WAP

Scenario IActual
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Table 18.2 Parameters for generating scenario II 

# unit
2001

2001 to 
2006

2006 2006 to 2016 2016

1
% of base popn 4.89 4.50

memo: annual average net inflow 36,568 37,457

2
% of base popn 1.86 1.85

3
% 88.76 90.00

4
% 113.62 115.00

5
i) proportion residing in OB 

couple hhd % 31.59 33.62 35.66 33.50 33.50

ii) proportion residing in NZB-
OB couple hhd % 19.20 18.58 17.95 18.50 18.50

iii) proportion residing in 
unidentified hhd % 30.32 30.62 30.92 30.50 30.50

6

i) proportion residing in NZB 
couple hhhd % 43.06 43.92 44.78 44.00 44.00

ii) proportion residing in 
unidentified hhd % 28.48 28.55 28.62 28.60 28.60

Actual Scenario II

For OB WAP:

For NZB WAP:

inter-census change in the OB 
population

inter-census change in the NZB 
population

proportion of inter-census change in 
OB popn accounted for by change in 
OB WAP

proportion of inter-census change in 
NZB popn accounted for by change 
in NZB WAP
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All work is done, and services rendered at the request of, and for the purposes of the client only.  Neither BERL nor 

any of its employees accepts any responsibility on any grounds whatsoever, including negligence, to any other 

person. 

While every effort is made by BERL to ensure that the information, opinions and forecasts provided to the client are 

accurate and reliable, BERL shall not be liable for any adverse consequences of the client’s decisions made in 

reliance of any report provided by BERL, nor shall BERL be held to have given or implied any warranty as to 

whether any report provided by BERL will assist in the performance of the client’s functions. 




